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Brackett,  Edward  A. 


Materialized  Apparitions:  If  Not  Beings  from  Another  Life 

What  Are  They;  Boston,  Richard  G.  Badger,  1908;  (1885,  author) 

182p. 

Although  the  copyright  date  led  me  to  think  that  this  might 
be  a reprint,  after  reading  the  book  I feel  that  the  author  was  a 
credulous  spiritualist,  at  first  doubtful  but  later  convinced  that 
he  was  in  touch  with  the  spirits  of  relatives  and  his  wife,  a 
beautiful  16-year-old  niece,  and  after  over  a hundred  seances  he 
declared  that  he  had  seen  hundreds  or  thousands  of  materialized 
spirits.  I doubt  that  there  was  an  earlier  edition. 

The  author  of  other  books,  he  wrote  fairly  well,  but  was  not 
a good  scientific  investigator  despite  his  declared  precautions. 
His  philosophy  concerning  psychical  research  was  sound,  but  even 
though  he  had  studied  mesmerism  and  was  acquainted  with  Collyer 
(he  misspelled  the  name  Colyer)  and  knew  its  possibilities,  he 
seems  obviously  to  have  been  imposed  upon. 

He  restricted  his  examination  to  materializations  and  makes 
no  comments  about  other  phenomena. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  24,  1999 
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Braddon,  Russell 

The  Piddingtons;  Illustrations  by  Ronald  Searle;  London, 
Werner  Laurie;  2nd  Impr.,  March,  1950;  Index  238p. 

Book  One  portrays  the  atrocious  treatment  of  Australian 
prisoners  of  war  by  the  Japanese  and  the  early  practise  of  tele- 
pathy between  Sydney  Piddington  and  the  author  while  prisoners. 

Book  Two  is  mainly  devoted  to  Sydney’s  marriage  to  Lesley 
who  had  been  a radio  actress  in  Australia  but  became  Sydney’s 
recipient  of  telepathic  messages  after  they  settled  in  London, 
England  after  the  war.  Their  contacts  with  Swaffer  and  Soal  and 
other  representatives  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research  did 
not  impress  them  favorably  and  they  decided  against  becoming 
subjects  for  scientific  tests,  even  though  one  early  scientist 
had  declared  that  they  had  demonstrated  telepathy.  The  author’s 
description  of  the  BBC  broadcast  programs  makes  any  other  ex- 
planation impossible. 

This  is  an  important  war  book,  but  also  very  important  as  a 
demonstration  that  accurate  telepathic  messages  can  be  transmitted 
by  simple  practise  between  people  without  unusual  psychic  powers. 
The  magician  Dunninger  seems  to  have  acquired  the  faculty  in  a 
similar  way . 

r 

Although  Rhine  inspired  Sydney  to  begin,  I found  this  book 
more  convincing  than  many  of  Rhine’s  experiments.  For  the  general 
public,  this  book  is  far  more  interesting  than  any  dry  scientific 
treatise , 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  17,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Rusaeil 


Hoy  Thomson  'ItreRt;  liln- tr*’ ; Lon'^on-^Toron  to 

Collin-  (19^ P)  ; App^n^l  ; Bibiio"T’a nhy ; 

1 WS55  even  by  biO‘*"Tfip^y  Isi 

very  fT'^^-nk,  ou'^'^rolr^n  of  i'^'r  cjub^ect)  t^en  by  TJioti- 

eon’s  .After  1 was  *^ixty. 

xnom^on  wee  a seif-mef^e  «na  e newc*p"'p?‘n  piibii«binr 

"eniu^  who  ''''bieve<l  his  success  by  brrd  work  ■“nd  acquisitive- 
ness which  subo^-^  in>^  ted  even  his  f^milv  to  rekvnc  non*y.  As 
usual  '^T-'ith  f^o.s^e  surviving  poverty,  he  was  mi'^eriv  in  hi«  p^="r 
‘^on^l  ’^■'’bits,  but  generous  with  his  ti.'ne  ^^nd  advice,  and  in 
the  end,  philanthropic  because  there  was  no  other  u^e  for  hi^ 
wealth. 

, There  are  ins+an'’es  of  hi«  trickery  to  save  money;  and  I 
do  not  ^ crea  with  hi  ■ nhiio'^orhy , whinh  i^  danf^erou-l v slose 
to  th ^ t o-^  ^.yn  Hand. 

This  man  deserved  hi  succe^^s,  '^n'’  demonstrated  th-^t  ’^i'^ 
bu'^iness  philo^’ophy  wsq  constructive  ^nd  socially  beneficial. 

That  he  took  {?rea  t pride  in  his  achievement,  and  wisned 
recognition  oi  it  by  the  title  iie  was  granted,  is  oaiy  his 
own  f'^'^lins*  s^lf-rforth,  ithout  no  -rscs'^n  1-  pos- 

sible. 


Br^^cAi%  Nella  (Sditor)  Anthology' 


l!ns  terpieoes  of  A.dventura; 

Adv0.ntures  Within  Wall 

Ga 

rdan  City^  Ne-^  Tork^  Bo\ibleday 

, Page  & Company  a 1987; 

(r 

531,  Publishers) 

lecp. 

Contents 

1, 

The  Tire  d&  l'’!aletroit’ s Door 

Tobert  Louis  Tteven.son  Z 

2. 

A- Double -Dj^ed  Deceiver 

0.  Hanry 

7'  ^ 

3, 

. The  Bold  Dragoon 

Wa  3 b 1 ng  t on  I i n.g 

53* 

4, 

The  Be  t' 

Anton  ^hekhov 

6o 

La  Grande  Breteche  , 

Ilonore  da  Balzac 

78 

6, 

The  l^sque  of  the  Dad  Death 

Tdgar  Allan  Poe 

lie 

7. 

Dr,  Mane  tie’s  Jianuscript 

Charles  Dickens  ' 

120 

8, 

Gilence 

Ieo.nidas  Andrei  ye  ff 

142 

^55  is  entitled  ."The  Tysterlciis  i-aiision"  in  the  World’s 
100  Best  Tbort  Stories;  I had  read  it  previously ^ hnt  re-read 
it  from  this  volume;  others  included  in  the  lar/rer  set  are 
(7)'  and  (8).  , ^ . 

(4)  (5)  and  (8)  ,sre  possibly  the  best  in  this  volume. 


V 


Braddy®  Nella  (Editor)  Aritl:Ology 

Ifasterpieeas  of  Adventure;  ' Oriental  ^toriest  harden 


City,  New  York,  Doubleday ^ Page 

CdmparLy,  1BB7  ri921, 

Pub» 

lishets) 

lS5p 

Content' 

f ' h 

1,*  ^Tbe  Inlet  of  Peacli  Blossoms 

Natan  Parker  Willis 

3 

£.  In  the  Pasha *3  Carden 

H,  C.  Dwight 

19 

3*  The  Quest  of  the  Colden  Bleeee 

Sir  Hugh  Clifford  . 

4.  Legend  of  Count  lulian/’and  His 

Family 

Washington  Iriring 

86 

5.  A Coboto  Night 

•tack  London 

102 

6.  Tb.0  Two  Ca mural  . 

Byron  P. 

126 

I read  all  except  from  this 


'^he  be s t story  i t C 6 ) . 


Bradd>%  -Nalla  (Editor)  ' Anthology 

Masterpieces  of  AdTenture:  Stories  of  Desert  Jlaoes; 
Garden  City,  ISTew  York,  DoubledaWj  Pae^e  & Company,  1927; 
(1921,  Publishers)  I85p, 


Contents 


1*  The  Baron’s  Quarry 

Edgerton  Castle 

3 

2.  A Man  and  Some  Others 

Stephen  Crane 

37 

3*  The  Outlaws 

Selma  Tagerlof 

4»  Princess  Bob  and  Her  Friends 

Bret  Ilarte 

84 

5»  The  Three  Strangers 

Thomas  Hardy ' 

1C4 

6,  The  Passing  of  Black  Hagle- 

0»  Henry 

139 

7.  Nino  Diablo 

W,  H,,  Eudscn 

157 

, I read  all  these  stories  from 
had  read  ( 5),  previously » 

this  voluime ; I beli 

eve  X 

(2)  and  (5)  are  included  in  The  World’s  Best  IOC  Ctories 


Bmddyj  Ntna  (Editor)  Anthology. 

Maaterpieoes  of  Adventures  Stories  of  the  Sea  and  Sky; 
Carden  Ci tv,  New  York,  Doubleday,  Pag©  & Company,  1927  (1921 
Publishers)  168p. 

Contents 

1.  The  Ship  That  Saw  a Ghosli  Frank  Norris  d* 

2.  A Nightinare  of  the  Doldrums  W.  Clerk  Hassell  27 

3.  The  Kite  E.  D.  Swinton 

4.  SuperdirigibXe  Doan  Byrne  73 

The ' Lighthouse  Keeper  of  Aspinwall  Henryk  Sienkiewics  98 

6.  The  Wreck  Guy  de  Ifaupassant  122 

7.  A Descent  into  the  Ifeelstrom  Edgar  Allan  Poe  139 

I read  from  this  volume  all  except  (7).  (2),  (4)  , and 

(7)  are  debatable  as  science  fiction  or  horror;  (5)  and  (6) 
are  human  interest;  (3)  and  (4)  are  war  stories. 

(5)  is  probably  the  best  story,  of  an  old  man  seeking 
peace  and  rest  in  his  last  days. 


lip- 'MS 
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Braden,  Charles  Samuel 

These  Also  Believe:  A Study  of  Modern  American  Cults 
& Minority  Religious  Movements;  New  York,  The  Ivfecmillan  Com- 
pany; Bibliography;  List  of  Cults;  -Index  -l^lp. 

This  is  an  excellent  historical  summary  of  its  sub;)ect, 
impartial  and  uncritical  by  comparison  with  Ferguson,  and 
covering  Father  Divine,  Psychiana,  Ballard *s  Am’\  and  An- 

glo-Israel  which  Ferguson,  was  too  early  to  deal  with. 

I would  recommend  this  book  for  reference;  it  has  much 
which  is  favorable  as  well  as  unfavorable  to  say  about  many 
of  the  cults  it  deals  with.  If  he  errs  in  the  material  he 
reports,  it  is  usually  on  the  credulous  side. 


a- 


\ 


Braden,  Janes  A 


B 


The  Trail  of  the  Seneca;  frontidpiece  by  R.  G.  Vosburgh 
New  York,  Akron,  Chicago,  The  Saalfieid  Publishing  Company, 
(1927)  249p. 

This  is  a volume  in  The  Boys’  Pioneer  Series, 

One  of  two  boys  is  accused  of  the  death  of  Big  Buffalo 
by  witchcraft.  Lone-Ulk,  a Seneca  outcast  from  his  own  tribe 
and  important  to  the  Delawares  because  he  knows  of  a lead 
mine  on  which  they  depend  for  bullets,  is  the  principal  ac- 
cuser, and  the  boys  suspect  him  of  being  the  killer  if  Big 
Buffalo  did  not  die  from  natural  causes. 

This  is  a historical  novel,  and  not  a fantasy.  Although 
it  treats  of  witchcraft  as  a belief  of  the  Indians,  no  super- 
normal or  fantastic  incidents  occur  during  the  events  of  the 
book.  The  simple  accusation  of  being  a witch  is  enough  to 
convict,  so  although  the  boys  had  established  good  relations 
with  the  Delawares,  it  raised  the  possibility  of  their  having 
to  leave  their  holding. 

This  is  a well-written  boys’  book,  but  is  mainly  about 
wilderness  trails  and  the  search  for  the  lead  mine,  aside  from 
efforts  to  avoid  conviction  on  the  charge  of  witchcraft. 

I have  placed  the  book  among  my  children’s  books  in  the 
basement.  It  is  merely  associa tional  to  a fantasy  library. 


Bradford,  Gamaliel 

Daughters  of  Eve;  New  York,'  The  Home  Library  (February,' 
1943  reprint,  December,  1942)  Houghton  ITifflin  Company,  1930 
(Author),  earlier  periodical  publication;  Notes;  Index;  304p. 

The  notes,  index  and  the  chronology  summary  preceding 
each  of  the  essays  make  this  an  excellent  reference  work  to 
the  lives  of  its.  subjects. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  read  a book  about  these  women  which 
acknowledges  their  sex  lives  without  given  undue  weight  to 
this  factor  of  their’ influence  on  their -times.  Bradford  ad- 
mires all  these  women  for  their  achievements,  and  provides  a 
balanced  assessment. 

Ninon  de  Lenclos;  Mme . de  Nalntenon;  Hlle  de  Lespinasse; 
lime.  Guy  on;  Catherine  the  Great;  George  Band;  Sarah  Bernhardt, 

Of  all  these  wom.en  only  Guyon  was  a mystic;  the  others 
were  social,  political,  literary,  or  creative  innovators  who 
conquered  life,  many  in  defiance  of  the  social  code  of  their 
times.  Ninon  I hope  might  be  emulated  by  my  daughter  Marion; 
and  Sarasin^s  novel  in  v>/hiGh  she  figures  as  a character  is  an 
interesting  portrayal  of  her. 

This  is  an  excellent  book. 


Bradford,  Roark 

.The  Green  Pastures;  Illustrated  by  A.  B.  Walker;  New 
York,  Grosset  cS:  Dunlap  (19th  ptg)  264p 

This  is  the  photoplay  and  stage  title  of  01^  Man  Adam 
an*  His  Ghillun 

It  is  also  the  title  used  by  Marc  Connelly  for  the  pla 
based  on  this  book. 


Bradford,  Roark 

01’  Man  Adam  an’  His  Chillun;  Being  the  Tales  They  Tell 
about  the  Time  When  the  Lord  Walked  the  Earth  Like  a Natural 
Man;  Drawings  by  A.  B.  Walker;  New  York  and  London,  Harper  & 
Brothers  Publishers  (1928,  12th  Printing)  264p. 

New  York,  Grosset  & Dunlap  {I9th  ptg)  under  Photoplay 
and  Stage  titles  The  Green  Pastures  264p. 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  A Superior  Reprint  (#M638), 

The  Military  Service  Publishing  Co,  (November,  1944)  187p. 

These  are  humorous  versions  of  Bible  stories  told  in  a 
Negro  dialect  which  is  pleasant  and  easy  to  read.  I saw  the 
movie  version  in  1985  and  decided  to  read  the  book,  and  was 
entertained  and  interested  by  it. 

Although  biblical  fantasy,  the  humor  is  human  and  good. 


Bradley,  Dorothy  Bomar  and  Bradley,  Robert  A.  (M.D.) 

Psychic  Phenomena:  Revelations  and  Experiences;  New  York, 
Parker  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  (1967,  Publishers);  4th  ptg.  1971 
Epilogue  by  Siegwalt  0.  Palleske,  Ph.D.  207p. 

The  authors  moved  into  a large  haunted  house  and  have  had  to 
experience  poltergeist  phenomena.  This  book  is  jointly  written 
and  the  authorship  of  some  sections  is  not  made  clear.  Their  own 
experiences  are  acknowledged,  but  in  addition  they  teach  husbands 
to  aid  their  wives  in  home  childbirth  without  pain. 

Acceptance  of  psychic  phenomena  on  the  basis  of  membership 
of  both  in  the  ASPR  makes  this  book  an  excellent  introduction  to 
parapsychology  for  the  general  public.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
book  an  outline  of  their  health  problems  suggests  that  these  are 
linked  to  the  poltergeist  manifestations. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  14,  2001 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Bradley,  Marlon  Ziriner 

Darkover  Landfall;  New  York,  Daw  Books,  Ino.  (1972), 
(#UQ,1036)  , (Bradley)  160p. 

Captained  by  Harry  Le does  ter,  a starship  is  forced  by  a 
spaee-storn  off  coiirse  and  crash-lands  on  a planet  v;ith  gravity 
slightly  less  than  sarthhs  which  is  later  naired  Darkover.  It 
is  a satellite  of  a red  sun,  has  four  moons,  and  is  subiect  to 
severe  cold  and  sleet  storms,  yet  will  support  human  life  with 
little  necessity  for  adaptation. 

Leicester  plans  to  repair  the  ship,  but  is  forced  to 
acknoiA/ledge  the  force  of  Moray’s  argument  that  until  the  extent 
of  the  damage  is  known,  plans  should  be  laid  first  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a colony  for  possible  long-term  svirvivalo  His 
computer  master  and  First  Officer,  Camilla  Del  Key,  follovi/s  bis 
line  of  thought.  Bafael  Maciiran,  geologist  and  m.ountaineer,  is 
given  charge  of  an  explorative  and  observational  expedition, 
during  which  a psychedelic  gale,  carrying  pollen,  overwhelms 
the  traditional  conduct  of  the  members  and  causes  them  to  engage 
in  overt  sexual  acts  and  to  experience  hallucinatory  and  possibly 
H3?  telepathic  phenomena.  Camilla  is  made  pregnant  by  TucAran; 
Judy  is  Impregnated  by  an  angel-like  native  of  Darkover,  which  is 
apparently  inhabited  by  two  sexntient  peoples,  one  an  inferior  and 
less  intelligent  tree-living  species,  and  a native  fauna. 

Resenting  her  pregnancy,  Ga.milla  tries  to  arrange  for  an 
abortion,  but'  is  overruled  by  the  medical  personnel,  v;ho  point 
out  that  child-bearing  to  the  extent  possible  must  be  the  duty  of 
every  woman  if  the  colony  is  to  survive.  This  imperative  makes 
necessary  a communal  sharing  of  sexual  experience,  which  is  made 
orgiastic  whenever  the  ghost  wind  blo’ws  and  dr.lves  all  humans  to 
madness  and  erotic  expression,  Camilla’s  a dm.?*.ra  tion  of  the  aging 
Leicester  makes  her  tell  him  that  she  v-zishes  him  to  father  '^er 
second  child,  but  her  main  companion  is  HacAran. 

The  story  deals  with  the  gradual  establishment  of  the  col- 
ony, based  primarily  on  the  rather  primitive  communal  ideas  of  a 
group  of  Scots,  the  social  changes  which  must  be  made  in  order 
to  adapt  to  life  on  the  new  planet,  and  the  psychological  adapta- 
tion to  primitive  from  civilised.  Hltinately,  Leicester  accents 
Moray’s  view  that  the  technology  and  civilization  of  earth  must 
not  be  set  up  as  a god  to  be  worshipped  by  the  colonists,  and 
blows  up  the  computer,  leaving  it  to  the  colonists  to  develop  in 
their  own  way  a civilization  and  technology  suited  to  Dmrkovp'r, 

This  is  well  written  space  adventure,  vmith  sociologicel 
and  race -survival  iriplica  tioris , above  average. 

(1121567)  Reprint,  different  cover,  possibly  7th  ptg. 


Brady,  Cyrus  Townsend 


"By  the  World  Forgot":  A Double  Romance  of  the  East  and  the 
West;  Frontispiece  by  Clarence  F.  Underwood;  Chicago,  A.  C.  McClurg 
& Co.,  1917  (1917,  Publishers  344p. 

The  author  was  a clergyman  who  died  in  1920,  aged  59.  This 
novel  is  an  unusual  adventure  story  about  two  sets  of  lovers  whose 
lives  involve  adventures  on  land  and  sea,  and  the  discovery  of  an 
island  settled  250  years  previously  by  Dutch  and  polynesions,  cut 
off  from  the  world  and  degenerating. 

Although  the  "lost  race"  element  is  subsidiary,  this  story  is 
more  exciting  and  interesting  than  most.  There  is  unnecessary 
repetition  of  parts  of  the  story  from  the  viewpoints  of  different 
characters,  but  the  characterization  is  good. 

The  brutal  power  exercised  by  ships’  officers  at  sea  is  the 
part  of  the  story  I found  of  greatest  interest,  but  I’m  glad  I was 
never  forced  to  go  to  sea  as  a lad. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  29,  1999 

Note:  I have  the  following  books  by  Brady: 

The  Island  of  Regeneration 
As  the  Sparks  Fly  Upward 
The  Island  of  the  Stairs 
The  Island  of  Surprise 
When  the  Sun  Stood  Still 

I doubt  that  I shall  read  any  of  them  until  I have  disposed 
of  a pile  of  books  set  aside  for  immediate  reading,  but  I expect 
to  find  them  worthwhile. 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Bragdon,  Claude 

• Four -Dimensional  Vistas;  New  York,  Alfred  A.  Knopf, 

1916  (1916,  Knopf)  ~ 134p. 

This  is  an  excellent  sequel  to  the  author’s  A Primer  of 
Higher  Space.  It  is  thought-provoking  and  propounds  well 
the  idea  that  we  inhabit  a world  of  higher  dimensions  which 
allows  the  existence  of  psychic  phenomena  otherwise  inex- 
plicable. 

This  book  should  be  retained  for  reference  and  for  ad- 
ditional reading. 


Braid,  James  (M.R.C.S.,  C.M.W.S.,  &c . ) 


Neurypnology  or  The  Rationale  of  Nervous  Sleep  Considered 
in  Relation  to  Animal  Magnetism  or  Mesmerism  and  Illustrated  by 
Numerous  Cases  of  Its  Successful  Application  in  the  Relief  and 
Cure  of  Disease;  A New  Edition  Edited  with  an  Introduction  Bio- 
graphical and  Bibliographical  Embodying  the  Author’s  Later  views 
and  Further  Evidence  on  the  Subject  by  Arthur  Edward  Waite;  Lon- 
don, George  Redway,  1899;  Appendices;  Index  380p. 

This  important  book  by  the  originator  of  the  term  Hypnotism 
in  place  of  mesmerism  proves  him  to  have  been  an  expert  doctor 
who  battled  the  prejudice  of  his  time  against  mesmeric  treatment 
o I health  problems.  He  appears  to  have  nearly  ignored  any  super- 
normal phenomena,  but  the  cures  he  effected  after  regular  medical 
treatment  had  failed,  seem  almost  miraculous. 

He  was  interested  in  Reichenbach ’ s experiments,  but  was  able 
to  prove  that  no  magnets  were  necessary  to  produce  phenomena  he 
reproduced  solely  by  suggestion. 

His  ability  to  induce  the  hypnotic  trance  by  simple  eyestrain 
or  repetition  eliminated  the  mesmeric  passes. 

Waite’s  thorough  research  to  obtain  full  information  about 
Braid’s  writings  must  be  given  credit  for  the  increased  value  of 
this  edition  over  the  original  publication. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  8,  2000 

Note:  Braid  on  Hypnotism:  The  Beginnings  of  Modern  Hypnosis; 

Foreword  by  J.  H.  Conn,  M.D.;  New  York,  The  Julian  Press,  Inc., 
1960  is  a complete  reprint  of  the  above  volume. 
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Bramwell,  J.  Milne  (M.B.,  C.M.) 


Hypnotism  and  Treatment  by  Suggestion;  New  York,  Funk  and 
Wagnalls  Company,  1910;  Index  216p. 

The  author  was  a top  authority  and  throughout  this  book  he 
referred  readers  to  his  earlier  and  larger  bookon  the  subject.  I 
consider  this  summary  of  his  views  sufficient  for  the  general  pub- 
lic and  a good  introduction  for  doctors.  He  mentions  how  many  of 
James  Braid's  works  he  had  referred  to,  and  this  convinced  me  that 
he  was  a sincere  student  and  practitioner. 

Although  he  was  a member  of  the  SPR  he  declares  that  he  was 
not  convinced  of  the  reality  of  telepathy,  so  this  book  does  not 
deal  with  the  supernormal  aspects  of  the  subject  although  he  was 
open  minded  about  their  possibility. 

The  book  was  apparently  one  of  a series  entitled  Modern  Meth- 
ods of  Treatment.  However,  its  condemnation  of  Christian  Science 
may  have  caused  it  to  be  suppressed  by  members  of  that  Church.  I 
believe  it  could  be  usefully  reprinted  even  today. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  14,  2002 
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'’Brand,  Max'* 


Calling  Dr.  "Qldare;  ‘le\7  York,  Triangle  Books  (Febrnarj, 


1934),  (1939,  1940,  Dodd,  Moad  and  Company,  Inc.) 
Mew  York,  Dell  Books  (?i^dl23),  Movamber,  1961 


223p. 

159p. 


Having  forgotten  that  he  named  Jimmy’s  father  Dr.  Lax/rence 
Kildare  in  Young  Dr.  Kildare,  Faust  changed  his  Christian  name  to 
Stephen.  The  old  doctor  receives  a telegram  from  Jimmy  saying  he 
has  been  too  busy  to  write;  actually  he  has  been  dismissed  as  as- 
sistant to  Dr.  Gillespie  and  placed  in  charge  of  a dispensary  be- 
hind Sullivan’s  Saloon,  with  Mary  Lamont  as  his  nurse. 

Young  Bed  persuades  Jimmy  to  remove  a bullet  near  the  heart 
of  his  friend  Mick,  whose  sister  Hoaslie,  a beautiful  redhead,  he 
falls  in  love  with  and  asks  her  to  marry  him.  Rosalie  returns  his 
love  and  determines  to  renounce  her  promiscuous  life  of  which  Jim- 
my has  no  suspicion.  Only  Jimsay’s  blood  is  acceptable  as  a trans- 
fusion for  Mick,  so  he  donates  it  under  difficult  circumstances , 

Policeman  Flaherty,  a regular  at  Sullivan’s  Saloon,  notices 
Red’s  furtive  movements  and  discovers  Mick,  but  delays  arresting 
because  Kildare  suspects  that  Nick  is  not  the  killer  in  the  fight 
where  he  received  the  bullet.  V/ith  Red's  help,  Happy  Leeman  is 
tracked  dox^rn  and  convicted  of  the  killing. 

Because  his  failure  to  report  the  gunshot  wound  to  the  police 
Kildare  may  lose  any  chance  of  becoming  a doctor,  and  this  fact 
heightens  the  suspense. 

Realising  that  marriage  x/ould  not  work  so  long  as  Jimmy  was 
concentrating  on  his  career,  Maatrice  in  Dartford  releases  him 
from  their  ’’understanding”  not  knowing  that  Jimmy  has  asked  Rosa- 
lie to  marry  him.  Knowing  that  such  a marriage  would  be  disastrou 
Gillespie  persuades  Rosalie  to  reject  Kildare. 

With  Beatrice,  Rosalie  and  Mary  all  in  love  with  him,  and  his 
own  desire  to  become  a diagnostition , his  poverty  and  overwork, 
Kildare  is  under  tremendous  pressure. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  30,  ^^997 


Note:  This  story  was  a 3-part  serial  in  ARGOSY  commencing  March 

25,  1939. 


Brand,  Max” 


Dr.  Kildare* £3  Crisis;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  Company,  1942 
(1941,  1942,  Frederick  Faust)  206p, 

New  York,  Dell  Books  (#1980),  October,  1962  160p, 

Mary  Laiaont*s  brother  Douglas  has  a brilliant  idea  that  will 
help  many  people,  but  is  so  overwrought  that  he  becomes  subject 
to  an  epilejitic  attack.  Jisiiny  Kildare  helps  Douglas  approach  Mr. 
Messenger,  Nancy’s  wealthy  father,  for  funding. 

Mary,  having  misunderstood  the  fate  of  an  uncle,  believes 
that  insanity  runs  in  the  family  and  renounces  her  desire  to  marry 
Kildare.  Joe  Reyman , ^ the  ambulance  driver  figures  in  several 

of  the  stories  is  killed  in  an  accident. 

Gillespie  helps  Douglas  back  to  health  and  encourages  Mary 
and  Jiniiiiy. 

Notes  This  story  originally  appeared  in  ARGOSY  as  a 4-*part  serial 
beginning  December  21,  1940. 

Chester  D,  Guthbart 
April  13,  1997 
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■^Brancl , Max” 

J)r*  Kildare’s  Search  and  l)r*  Kildare’s  Hardest  Case;  New 
York,  Dell  Books  (#1981),  December,  1962  (1940,  1942,  1943,  Mas 
Brand)  158:). 

Jiramy  Kildare  conducted  a dangerous  brain  operation  on  a 
man  who  had  legally  reftised  surgery  and  lacked  the  will  to  live. 
Kildare  found  the  girl  who  had  rejected  the  man,  but  she  fell  in 
love  with  Jimmy.  Mary  Lamont  was  foraraost  in  Kildare’s  regard, 
but  recognised  her  rival. 

Note;  Although  iichardsoa  shows  this  story  published  la  Photo- 
play Magazine  as  ”Dr . Kildare’s  Girl^in  April,  1940,  ha  shows 
the  book  title  as  Dr.  Kildare  Takas  Charge  which  is  a mistake. 

The  second  story  follows  up  the  beautiful  society  girl’s 
infatuation  or  love  for  Kildare,  but  ends  v/hen  both  she  and  Mary 
Laraont  realize  his  dedication  to  medicine. 

Note;  This  appeared  originally  in  COSMOPOLITAN  for  March,  1942. 

Chester  D.  Guthbert 
April  13,  1997 
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Brand,  Max” 


Dr.  Ivildare  Takes!  Charge;  Hvew  York,  Grossot  ^ Dunlap  (n.d.) 
(1940,  1941,  Frederick  Faust)  210d, 

New  York,  Dell  Books  (#1983),  October,  1962;  (1940,  1941,' 
Dodd,  Mead  Company,  Inc,)  139p. 

Snapecting  that  Ililliam  Carew,  son  of  the  hospital  adiainis- 
trator,  and  his  girl  friend  Margaret  Paston  may  be  contemplating 
a suicide  pact,  but  haring  to  help  his  ageing  father  treat  sick 
people  in  a doctorless  town,  Eildare  asks  Mary  Lamont  to  watch 
out  for  the  young  couple, 

B’inding  his  father  exhausted,  and  knowing  sereral  young  doc- 
tors unable  to  finance  practices,  Slildare  gets  permission  from 
Dr.  Gillespie  to  hire  five  of  them  to  go  to  the  toi^n  and  bring  it 
to  a healthful  ;3tate.  The  town  is  financed  by  a banker  Win.slo\\^ 
who  disbelieves  la  the  expertise  of  young  doctors  and  who  persuades 
the  tov/nsfolk  against  consulting  them, 

Kildare  tries  unsuccessf ally  to  persuade  Dinslow  to  change  his 
mind,  but  warns  Hinslow  that  lie  will  soon  die  if  he  refuses  treat- 
ment. Disbelieving  this  prophecy  but  knowing  his  weakness,  V/ins- 
low  permits  Kildare  to  abate  his  pernicious  anemia;  feeling  batter, 
Winslow  admits  his  error,  frees  his  tov;ns£olk  of  their  debts  to 
him  and  acknowledges  Kildare ^s  plan. 

Having  persuaded  Carew  to  donate  supplies  from  the  hospital, 
Kildare  warns  him  that  a suicide  pact  is  imminent  and  that  he  must 
find  his  son  and  change  his  attitude  towards  the  young  lovers.  But 
Gar aw  fails  to  find  his  son,  begs  Kildare’s  assistance,  and  Jimmy 
locates  them  with  the  help  of  the  street  boy  Bed  in  time  to  refer 
them  to  Carew  who  is  a changed  father. 

Both  Mary  and  Beatrice  realise  that  Kildare  is  determined  to 
continue  his  career. 


Chester  D,  Cuthbert 
March  30,  1997 


Note;  This  story  was  a 4-part  serial  in  ARGOSY  commencing  Jitne  1 
1940  under  the  title  Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Homo. 
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"Brand, 
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Company,  1942 
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Dr.  Kildare’s  Trial;  New  York,  Dodd, 
(1941,  1942,  Frederick  Fanst) 

Nvow  York,  Dell  Books  (#1125),  April,  1962 


On  his  way  with  Mary  Lamonfc  to  deliver  a baby,  Jimmy  sees  a 
3irl  seriously  injured  in  an  automobile  accident  and  against  her 
wishss  operates  on  the  street.  A boy  injured  in  the  same  accident 
must  have  his  leg  set  in  splints  and  Kildare  does  a hasty  job  but 
has  no  alternative. 


He  is  charged  with  malpractice  because  the  girl  is  a dancer 
and  feels  that  her  career  has  been  ruiaod.  He  is  also  blamed  for 
the  hasty  and  faulty  setting  of  the  lag  of  the  boy. 

His  acquittal  is  credited  to  the  testimony  of  Dr,  Gillespie 
who  explains  that  the  patients’  needs  must  taka  precedence  over 
protocol  and  rules. 


Note;  This  story  was  originally  publlshad  in  the  May,  1941  issue 
of  COSMOPOLITAN  under  the  title  The  People  vs.  Dr.  Kildare. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 


Brand  , Max 


Scourge  of  the  Rio  Grande;  (6-part  serial  in  ARGOSY  be- 
ginning October  20,  1934) 

Syd  Bounds  told  me  that  South  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  his 
favorite  of  Faust’s  novels,  and  since  this  serial  was  never  re- 
printed in  book  form  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I decided  to 
read  it  and  compare  it  with  the  other  book. 

I can  see  why  no  publisher  would  take  a chance  on  making  a 
book  of  the  story.  A U.  S.  Marshal  tells  Jack  Ripley  that  if  he 
will  undertake  to  bring  to  justice  the  chief  smuggler  of  Chinese 
coolies  across  the  Mexican  border,  he  will  not  press  charges  of 
a federal  crime  which  could  be  pinned  on  Ripley. 

As  usual,  Faust  ignores  logic  when  the  necessities  of  drama 
and  action  are  paramount,  the  smugglers  ignore  their  charges  and 
pursue  Ripley.  Faust  telegraphs  theidentity  of  the  higher-up 
controller  of  the  smugglers,  and  the  girl  who  captivates  Ripley 
acts  deceptively  throughout. 

Another  of  Faust’s  faults  is  making  easily  available  at  short 
notice  bundles  of  cash  as  high  as  $50,000.  If  smuggling  paid  so 
well  and  cash  so  great  an  influence,  why  would  cowpunchers  work 
for  a pittance  ? 

Yet,  single  passages  of  Faust’s  prose  are  magical  and  serve 
to  make  the  story  easy  and  interesting  reading. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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The  Secret  of  Dr,  IJildaro;  York,  Grosset  8i  Bonlap  (1939, 

1940,  Dodd,  Mead  aad  Coispany,  Inc»)  22 7p. 

New  York,  Dell  Books  (#7712),  September,  1962  160p, 

Jimmy  Kildare  yorking  under  Dr.  Gillespie  leaves  the  hospital 
to  be  with  Nancy  Messenger,  a girl  engaged  to  a fine  man  but  in  a 
state  of  fear  and  unable  to  be  alone*  Jimmy  believes  she  is  not 
mentally  ill  and  uncovers  the  causa  of  her  mother *s  death  which, 
although  it  took  place  when  Nancy  was  only  ten  years  old,  has  af~ 
fected  her  with  dread  that  a similar  fate  woitld  be  hers* 

Against  psychiatric  opinion,  Jimmy  is  justified  and  uncovers 
the  mystery  of  the  mother *s  death* 

Jimmy  father  believes  he  has  a heart  condition,  but  Gilles- 
pie finds  nothing  seriously  wrong. 

Jimmy  takOvS  on  Nancy  *s  case  because  he  believes  that  Gillespie 
has  been  working  too  hard  and  will  rest  in  his  absence. 

Note:  This  story  was  originally  published  in  COSMOPOLITAN  for 

September,  1939. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  13,  1997 


Brand  , Max 


South  of  Rio  Grande;  New  York,  The  Sun  Dial  Press,  Center 
Books  Edition,  September,  1942;  (1930,  1936,  Dodd,  Mead  and  Com- 
pany, Inc.  302p. 

As  the  Pocket  Book  printing  of  the  paperback  edition  had  few- 
er pages  I thought  this  hardcover  reprint  would  be  easier  to  read 
in  spite  of  the  cheap  pulp  paper  which  has  aged  to  brown  at  edges 
and  I found  the  reading  quite  clear. 

The  first  part  of  the  book  exhibited  Faust’s  wonderful  abili- 
ty to  portray  character  and  to  write  and  tell  his  story  expertly. 
However,  the  first  person  narration  was  replaced  by  third  party 
narration  when,  instead  of  continuing  the  original  intention,  the 
author  told  the  story  of  the  romantic  involvement  of  the  younger 
brother  of  the  villain  whose  identity  was  clear  to  me  from  the 
first  mention  of  the  younger  brother’s  quest. 

There  is  absolutely  no  explanation  of  why  the  older  brother 
ceased  sending  money  to  his  mother  and  family  after  he  had  done  so 
steadily  for  years.  The  conclusion  of  the  story  was  telegraphed 
when  the  girl  wanted  by  both  brothers  was  drawn  to  the  younger. 

Certainly,  this  book  is  better  than  the  serial  ’’Scourge  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  whose  basic  plot  is  the  same. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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Brand  , Max 


Speedy;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  & Company,  1955;  (1931,  Street 

& Smith  246p  . 

Originally  published  in  Western  Story  Magazine  under  the 
title  Tramp  Magic , , this  is  the  first  novel  by  Brand  I have  read 

for  several  years.  He  combines  his  tramp  character  with  "Jingle 
Bells"  to  create  a slim,  strong,  amoral  "boy"  who  defeats  without 
effort  the  strongest  opponents,  both  mentally  and  physically.  He 
is  challenged  to  save  a 9-million  dollar  heiress  from  swindlers 
and  marry  her,  proceeds  to  accomplish  the  deeds  excepting  that  he 
relingqishes  to  a rival  the  girl  when  he  decides  that  he  is  not  a 
good  husband  prospect  and  goes  back  to  his  tramp  status. 

As  usual.  Brand  carries  the  narrative  along  magically  with  a 
great  deal  of  action  and  heroics,  but  illogically.  At  one  time. 
Speedy  flashes  a roll  of  money  when  he  challenges  the  girl  to  a 
bet  of  $3,000;  where  did  the  money  come  from?  He  vanquishes  three 
strong  men  without  rumpling  his  clothing,  yet  his  rival  beats  him 
almost  to  death  by  taking  him  unawares.  The  ending  of  the  story 
is  the  customary  weak  by  comparison  with  its  beginning. 

The  portrayal  of  a brilliant  tramp  with  his  inability  to  get 
out  of  that  status  is  another  example  of  brand’s  illogical  and 
careless  oversight.  He  tells  a fairy  tale  with  little  relation  to 
reality,  but  his  story-telling  genius  overwhelms  the  reader. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  9,  2002 
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Yo'in^  Hr,  Cil4ai*ei  flroae^fc  ^ vijnl^p;  (IS#33»  1941s 

Frad^rlck  Fatiot)  237p^ 

yorkf  Tmll  fnbltmhini^  Conn^uy  ^ Xnc*  (#329)  143p. 

7hf^  blurb  on  tha  4n.ot  jnckmt  of  tk^  b^lrdco'?or  edition  si-ras 
n c>nfcliria  of  this  storf,  but  tbe  introdti-otory  pagoo 

of  I'ha  paperback  are  e^sn  siore  anil gbt: lining* 

Declining  tlie  offer  of  His  ageing  father  to  assist  in  frlo 
rillngo  practleot  j'lmmf  Elliaro  alas  poatponea  the  ?#isheo  of  his 
chtl4hoo4  sweetheart  for  an  early  niarrlage  by  taking  his  interne 
training  at  a largo  city  hospital*  .4ssignod  to  aml^nlance 
gancy  work. 9 a patient  dies  irom  tha  failure  of  Veyman  to 
Jimmy inatr^etions,  hnt  Jimny  asanr^ea  responsibility  * He  also 
retires  n baatstiCnl  girl  after  atteiintod  anicidOf  bolieros  her  to 
hare  snfforad  a ner^Tonn  brsakdowa  against  er^pert  opinion  that  she 
is  ma-ntallf  ill 9 and  inetirs  the  dislike  of  alaost  all  hoapital 
poraonnel  by  follo'^-rlng  his  otm  Inafcincts  nnd  knowledge  rather  than 
atithority  and  hospital  rules. 

At  first  ballevlTig  that  he  has  riade  an  eneny  of  !)r,  Gillespie 
a diagnosticians  ha  nltinately  learns  that  the  great 

nan  was  merely  testing  his  in  hopes  of  aaklng  hljs  his  sncccosor, 
since  cancer  giirea  him  barely  3 year  to  live, 

His  syripsthy  and  andorstandlng  enable  hisi  to  sol*?c  the  f47a- 
tery  ai  the  suicidal  girl  and  restore  her  to  healthy  bringing  her 
ynaltlif  parents  to  financially  aid  the  hospital. 

For  swif tly^paccd  and  econotilc  story-tGlllng , this  short  book 
would  be  difficult  to  etcol.  The  characters  are  portrayed  through 
dialogiia  and  nctioan,  and  are  sharply  defined.  Faust  9s  stylo  does 
not  nissplay  faults  which  often  mar  others  of  his  stories, 

Chester  B,  Cuthbert 
March  23,  199? 

-;lot0S  Thin  wan  originally  a 3“-;>art  serial  in  AP.COSY  commencing 
'0ecom%or  17,  t93S, 
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Brande , Dorothea 


Wake  Up  and  Live  I ; Nevv  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1936 
(1936,  Author)  198p. 

Using  a theme  obtained  from  Myers*  Human  Personali ty , 
Act  as  if  it  were  impossible  to  fall,  the  author  r re  scribes 
rules  of  thought  and  action  to  implement  the  theme  in  daily 
life.  This  is  merely  setting  a goal  to  Goue * s Every  day  in 
every  way  I’m  getting  better  and  better. 

Beginning  on  page  72  the  author  outlines  the  use  of  hyp 
notism,  later  cautioning  that  the  effects  do  not  last  and 
should  be  monitored  carefully. 

Although  the  advice  given  appears  beneficial,  and  the 
rules  of  living  should  help  people  avoid  procrastination 
and  wasted  time,  there  is  no  depth  oL  thought,  or  original 
material  presented.  I do  not  consider  that  this  book  :war- 
ranted  the  success  it  achieved. 

New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc.  (#2),  (Eighth  Printing, 
December,  1940),  (May,  1939)  198p. 
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Brandeiij  Nathaniel  and  Barbara 

Who  Ig  Ayn  Hand;  Nev;  York,  Paperback  Library,  Inc, 
(#52-286),  (1962,  Nathaniel  Branden) , (Yay , 1964)  191p 

An  Analygig  of  the  Novelg  of  Ayn  Hand  Nathaniel  Branden  7 
Who  Ig  Ayn  Hand?:  A Biographical  Ej^gay  Barbara  Branden  119 

Thege  are  good  gumma rieg  of  their  regpective  gub^iectg 
which  aid  in  focugging  attention  on  the  main  themeg  in  Hand*g 
novelg  and  in  underg tanding  their  author ^g  background,  edu- 
cation and  ocGupationg. 

Shortly  after  ghe  arrived  in  the  United  '^tateg,  ghe  wag 
fagcinated  by  the  New  York  City  buildingg;  an  acquaintance 
with  Cecil  B.  DeMille  gave  her  an  opportunity  to  write  for 
the  film  indug  try  where  ghe  met  her  future  husband  Frau  k 0^- 
Connor.  The  Brandeng  became  her  digcipleg. 

From  early  youth  Ayn’g  intelligence  wag  obvioug,  and  her 
philogophy  wag  formed  on  the  bagig  of  her  ob^^erva tiong  of 
ccllectivigm  in  -oviet  Hu'=!gia.  Individualigm  and  capitaligm 
are  detailed  ag  philogophy  in  her  novelg , and  they  are  an 
impreggive  achievement.  Her  favorite  novel  ig  Ca lume  t K by 
Merwin  and  Webgter;  her  favorite  modern  no-eligt  ig  ^Uckey 
'^pillane;  her  original  favorite  wag  Victor  Huge.  Loy  in 
living  wag  the  keynote  of  her  life  and  teaching,  even  though 
her  characterg  v^ere  larger  than  life  idealg  embodying  her 
philogophy  and  gugtained  their  integrity  de^^pite  gtruggleg 
and  rejection  by  their  contemporarieg  who  were  bound  by  the 
altruigm  of  orthodox  philogophy  to  be  gecond-handerg , and 
not  the  men  of  ideag  upon  whom  advanceg  in  living  derend. 

Hand’g  dogma tigm,  her  ignoring  any  factg  which  might 
bring  into  quegtion  her  philogophy  guch  ag  the  obvioTig  one 
that  few  people  can  match  her  idealg  and  that  moc5t  people  are 
dependent  on  one  another,  do  enable  her  to  build  a congi^tent 
cage  for  her  belie fg.  That  her  world  ig  ag  much  a fantagy  ag 
that  of  Max  Brand  (Frederick  "^augt)  , and  that  they  have  much 
in  conimon  in  their  idealigm,  ig  probably  the  reagon  1 have 
read  both  v;ith  attention.  However,  Hand  writeg  from  the  head 
and'Faugt  from  the  heart;  intellect  vergug  emotion;  go  I love 
Faugt  and  merely  regpect  Hand, 
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Brandon,  Ruth 


The  Spiritualists:  The  Passion  for  the  Occult  in  the  Nine- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Centuries;  London,  Weidenfeld  and  Nicolson 
(author,  1983);  Illustrated;  bibliography;  index  308p. 

This  is  a very  important  study  of  fraudulent  spiritualism, 
exceedingly  well,  but  selectively , researched,  and,  as  usual, 
omitting  even  mention  of  phenomena  which  would  weaken  the  case. 

The  writer  seems  enraged  that  D.  D.  Home  was  never  caught  in 
fraud,  and  repeats  venomously  several  rumors  detrimental  to  his 
character.  Homers  phenomena  extended  over  twenty  years  and  were 
exhibited  in  courts  of  Europe  and  the  highest  society.  He  never 
charged  for  seances,  but  accepted  gifts  and  hospitality  as  his 
means  for  living. 

The  writer  must  have  spent  years  in  researching  the  material 
for  this  book,  and  it  deserves  the  closest  study.  The  personalit- 
ies of  both  mediums  and  scientists  are  described,  and  theories  of 
the  basis  for  belief  in  the  phenomena  are  explored.  The  writer 
is  very  intelligent,  but  biased,  and  does  not  attempt  to  explain 
phenomena  still  occurring;  she  dismisses  parapsychology  as  due  to 
a religious  or  psychological  ’’will  to  believe". 

This  is  a fascinating  study. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  5,  1997 


3246  Portage  Avenue 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 

CELEBRATING 

THE  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

Q A SE  FETE! 

FtRStCdKlliUSt 


Brannon,  W.  T. 

"Yellow  Kid"  Weil:  The  Autobiography  of  America’s  Mas- 
ter Swindler  (as  told  to);  Chicago,  -Ziff-Davis  Publishing 
Company  (1943,  Publishers);  Illustrated  29 7p. 

This  is  practically  an  encyclopedia  of  swindles  worked 
cleverly  to  the  tune  of  an  estimated  8 million  by  a slightly 
built  but  suave  and  practical  confidence  man. 

As  usual,  these  schemes  are  worked  on  avaricious  and 
dishonest  people  anxious  to  get  something  for  nothing.  Weil 
says  he  has  never  taken  money  from  honest  people,  and  that 
99%  of  the  people  he  has  known  are  basically  dishonest. 

He  says  that  every  time  he  tried  to  do  legitimate  busi- 
ness he  lost  much  money.  He  says  it  is  a myth  that  a smart 
confidence  man  can  make  money  honestly. 

I suspect  that  "Joey"  may  have  adopted  many  of  his  tales 
from  those  told  in  this  book. 

Weil  tells  of  a printer  who  faked  first  editions  at  a 
cost  of  about  $1.00  each,  selling  them  for  $25.00.  He  shows 
how  he  faked  his  own  photograph  as  author  Dr.  Reuel,  a mining 
engineer  whose  identity  he  often  assumed  in  his  frauds. 

He  tells  two  stories  of  hov/  he  was  himself  victimized  by 
swindlers,  and  that  he  was  nearly  taken  in  on  other  occasions 
before  learning  the  identity  of  the  swindlers. . Greek  meets 
Greek,  and  he. was  victimized  by  many  crooks  when  he  tried  to 
run  a legitimate  hotel. 

I have  never  heard  of  this  book  being  reprinted,  and  it 
is  probably  an  i.mportant  textbook  of  its  kind. 


Branson,  Major  L.  H. 


A Lifetime  of  Deception:  Reminiscences  of  a Magician; 
London,  Robert  Hale  Limited  (1953)  209p. 

This  autobiography  of  an  English  military  man  in  India  and 
his  hobby  of  stage  magic  is  a remarkable,  concise  and  interesting 
account  of  life  as  a chief  of  censorship  in  wartime  and  leader  in 
many  areas  of  charitable  fundraising.  Full  of  amusing  anecdotes 
of  his  adventures,  it  is  also  an  exposure  of  administrative  folly 
in  war  and  peace. 

In  the  first  chapter  he  describes  a personal  experience  of  a 
warning  of  deaths  which  convinced  him  of  psychic  reality,  but  he 
subscribes  to  the  respect  of  magicians  for  spiritualism  as  a re- 
ligion and  disgust  for  fake  mediums  who  take  advantage  of  its  be- 
lievers. He  found  no  reliable  evidence  of  the  reality  of  the  In- 
dian rope  trick,  and  had  written  a book  on  Indian  magic  declaring 
western  magicians  superior  to  them. 

A lasting  impression  of  the  possible  reality  of  palm  reading 
was  made  on  him  because  of  several  unimaginable  predictions  which 
were  fulfilled  in  his  later  life.  He  felt  that  coincidence  could 
not  be  stretched  to  explain  these. 

Branson  describes  his  achievements  modestly  but  was  a very 
capable  leader  in  many  aspects  of  life  and  a lover  of  sleight  of 
hand,  giving  performanes  gratis  and  often  and  finding  that  his 
expertise  opened  the  way  to  acquaintance  with  celebrities  and  to 
occupations  . 

He  encourages  stage  magic  as  a hobby. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  29,  1997 
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Brautigan,  Richard 

In  Watermelon  Sugar;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Ino. 
(4th  Laurel  Printing,  March,  1975),  (1968,  Brautigan)  166p. 
(440-04026-095) 

Sue  Eastman  gave  me  this  book,  which  is  one  of  her  fa- 
vorite fantasies.  Knowing  that  my  elder  daughter,  Ellen  Kru- 
ger, liked  Brautigan,  1 telephoned  her  to  confirm  that  she 
had  the  book,  and  she  reminded  me  that  I had  read  it  during  a 
visit  to  their  home  a few  years  ago,  and  had  remarked  that  I 
had  not  thought  much  of  it.  Under  the  circumstances,  hov/ever, 

I have  re-read  it. 

In  a small  town,  the  nameless  narrator  lives  with  a f?roup 
of  people  who  make  things  of  watermelon  sugar  which  they  obtain 
by  a process  similar  to  that  used  in  making  maple  sugar.  It  is 
not  clear  why  they  do  this,  nor  is  it  clear  why  the  sun  shines 
a different  color  each  day  of  the  week.  The  narrator  has  parted 
company  with  Margaret,  and  ignores  her  attempts  to  reinstate 
their  relationship;  he  is  consoled  by  her  friend  Pauline,  a girl 
who  had  carried  a lantern  by  night  when  she  took  walks  which 
were  noticed  by  the  narrator,  who  also  walked  nightly  when  un- 
able to  sleep.  Margaret  seeks  material  things  which  are  given 
by  a drunken  mob  under  the  leadership  of  inBOIL,  living  outside 
the  town  of  iDEATH  in  caves  of  Forgotten  Things;  ultimately  in- 
BOIL and  his  cohorts  cut  off  their  ears  and  noses  in  drunken 
frenzy  and  bleed  to  death;  and  Margaret  hangs  herself.  The  nar- 
rator and  Pauline  help  Margaret’s  brother  arrange  the  funeral, 
and  the  book  closes  with  them  attending  a dance  which  follows. 

The  narrator’s  parents  have  been  killed  and  eaten  by  tigers 
but  he  bears  them  no  ill-will,  and  the  tigers  appear  to  be  sym- 
bolic, though  in  what  manner  is  not  clear  to  me. 

The  narrator  is  writing  a book,  the  nature  of  which  he  does 
not  disclose  to  his  friends,  merely  saying  that  it  is  prop:res- 
sing  v;ell.  In  a note  at  the  end  of  the  book,  Brautigan  says  it 
was  written  between  !Aay  13th  and  July  19th,  1964. 

The  story  seems  to  me  to  have  been  written  in  a mood  of 
gentle  melancholy,  and  the  elements  of  fantasy  could  have  been 
dispensed  with,  as  I can  see  no  reason  for  their  being  used.  I 
believe  this  story  may  have  suggested  to  Samuel  Delany  some  of 
the  elements  and  part  of  the  mood  used  in  Dhalgren. 

Even  the  re-reading  of  this  book  does  not  give  me  any 
reason  to  alter  my  original  opinion  that  it  conveys  little  of 
importance  to  me. 
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Braybrooke,  Patrick 


Some  Thoughts  on  Hilaire  Belloc;  with  a Foreword  by 
Sir  Charles  F.  Higham;  Portraits;  London,  Drane’s,  n.d.lSSp 

This  is  a poorly  v^ritten  survey  of  the  books  of  Belloc 
and  the  criticisms  amount  only  to  the  author’s  expression  of 
agreement  or  disagreement  with  Belloc,  no  depth  of  thou^^ht 
or  reasons  for  his  opinions  being  vouchsafed. 

He  dismisses  Belloc's  fiction  in  a couple  of  paras:raphs, 
saying  that  Belloc’s  reputation  will  rest  on  his  histories  of 
the  French  revolution,  his  travel  books,  and  his  essays.  It 
may  be  that  he  is  correct  in  his  appraisals,  but  only  by  read- 
ing Belloc’s  books  will  anyone  know  for  himself.  This  book 
does  not  say  why  Belloc  is  important,  aside  from  his  being  a 
good  writer  of  English  prose. 

This  book  is  of  no  importance  to  any  student  of  Belloc. 


Brennan,  Anthony  Blogra^  ical 

On  the  jacket’s  rear  flap  is  a photograph  of  the  author 
taken  by  Wendy  Brennan,  and  the  following s 

Anthony  Brennan’s  writing  talents  extend  to  feat^ire  ma« 
gazine  and  newspaper  articles,  drama  criticism,  plays,  short 
stories  and  the  novel.  He  has  lectured  on  Shakespeare  at 
the  Stratford  Festival,  appeared  in  an  E,T,Y,  series  on 
drama  and  directed  and  acted  in  his  own  plays,  one  of  which, 
The  Shooting  Gallery,  was  produced  in  Montreal  and  Hamilton, 

A World  traveller,  a former  fruit  picker,  school  teacher, 
gold  miner  and  bus  conductor,  he  has  lived  in  Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire  (where  he  was  born)  , in  Oxford,  England,  in  » 
Chester,  Hamilton,  Vancouver,  Ibiza  and  Montreal,  He  cur- 
rently makes  his  home  in  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick,  with  his 
wife  and  two  children. 


The  above  is  repeated  as  an  appendix  to  the  novel  . 


Brennan,  Anthony 


di 


The  Crazy  House;  Toronto,  McClelland  and  Stewart  Limited 
(1975,  Brennan)  188  p, 

tTacket  Blurb:  If  you  feel  you  live  on  the  edge  cf  a 
volcano  with  the  lava  ready  to  boil  over  and  fry  you  at  any 
moment, • .you* r4  not  crazy-«you  just  live  in  the  crazy  house, 
like  everyone  else.  A surreal  farce  set  in  a strife-torn, 
war-ravaged  country  that  is  both  nowhere  and  everywtere.  The 
Crazy  Hous^  hurls  readers  into  the  chaotic  universe  of  the 
^future -now^ • And  the  big  question  is:  How  does  fee  Mman 
spirit  survive  in  a country  plagued  by  secret  police,  gang- 
sters, dope -freaks,  rioters  and  the  sinister  powers  of  thought- 
control? 

The  art  thief,  Dan  Turnbull,  an  engaging  and  outrageous 
con-man,  has  the  answer  to  that  question,  and  he  shares  it  with 
his  nephew,  Ned  S’lask.  Enlisting  Ned’s  aid  in  smugglir^  a 
priceless  sculpture,  Dan  teaches  him  how  to  finagle,  po^  , ca- 
vort, bully  and  brazen  his  way  past  obstacles  like  Murdoch,  the 
muscle -bound  giant;  the  exotic  and  alluring  Tanya;  Sarah,  the 
dumb  but  not  so  innocent  actress;  and  Zentner  the  cop,  desperate 
to  catch  and  torture  his  enemies. 

With  a world  two  degrees  off  our  own--yet  bull’s-eye  centre 
on  it--novelist  Anthony  Brennan  has  created  a fast-paced,  enter- 
taining fable  that  illuminates  reality  with  a brilliance  seldom, 
achieved  in  fiction  or  fact. 

The  portrayal  of  an  individual  in  a society  dimly  visuali- 
zed but  oppressive  is  not  adequately  set  forth  in  this  novel, 
which  deteriorates  into  a crime  story  with  laughable  incidents. 
Flask  is  a young  married  man  whose  wife  has  blamed  him  Ibr  the 
miscarriage  of  their  child  following  an  automobile  accident  in 
which  her  brother  was  also  killed,  and  who  feels  free  to  accept 
the  favors  of  her  friend  or  any  other  attractive  female,  but  is 
relieved  when  his  wife  restores  him  to  favor  after  hi  s uncle 
has  inspired  him  -with  confidence  that  he  can  overcome  problems 
by  ’’putting  up  a front”. 

This  is  a superficial  novel,  offering  no  real  solutLaons 
to  the  problems  of  a future  society,  and  indicating  teat  plea- 
sure-seeking  before  acceptance  of  doom  will  be  the  goal  of  the 
majority. 


Brennan,  Dan 


The  Naked  Night;  New  York  City,  A Lion  Book  #197  (1954) 

160p. 

This  is  an  unimportant  novel  of  a War  Pilot  stationed 
in  Nugland,  the  incidents  involving  flights  over  Germany; 
the  hopes  and  loves  and  fears  of  airmen  who  face  death  each 
day,  and  the  problems  of  flying  in  W^ll  ships. 

Losing  a leg  when  shot  down  by  a British  ship  convoy, 
he  retires  B:o  an  office  ,job  in  the  States,  and  muses  over 
his  ^^death'*  as  an  adventurer. 


Brennan,  Joseph  Fayne 
The  Wind  of  Time; 


Poetry, 

W Pre^=j,  1961;  (1961,  Author)  55p 


TJ 

ii 


Thi-^!  collection  of  poemc*  oric^inally  publi^’ned  in  27  dif- 
ferent publica tione? , mainly  nature  or  reminic?cent  ij5pre<5- 
c^ioncf  t forth  in  free  vere?e.  Lacking  appreciation  of  thir* 
literary  exprec!e?ion,  the^e  poemc^  left  no  la -ting  effect  on 
me,  and  I bought  the  volume  mainly  for  Bory^  7o<?aluk,  who 
collecting  Brennan. 

The  jacket  by  G-ar^;  Gore;  and  the  book  wa^  ’^rinhed  in 
England  by  Yillier^j  Publication^  Ltd.,  who  did  ^ev^ral  book- 
for  Arkhan  Kou-e  at  one  time.'  it  consequently  likely  a ^ 
cjelf-publi-hed  volume  , and  I -u-pect  a '?mall  printing,  so  i- 
likely  to  become  an  expensive  item  amonv  collectors. 


Worship 

{Before  beginning  the  worship  service,  give  the 
group  a chance  to  get  their  offerings  ready,  have  the 
litany  available,  and  distribute  hymnals.  Place  a pic- 
ture of  the  nativity,  a gift,  and  a list  of  things  to  do 
for  Christmas  on  a purple  cloth  for  your  worship 
setting.) 

Carol  “O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful”  (121) 

Litany  Based  on  Psalm  95 

LEADER:  We  come  together  bringing  our  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  the  one  true  God. 

CWF:  O come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down.  Let  us 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker! 

LEADER:  We  come  bearing  a burden  for  our  troubled 
world,  a world  whose  fortune  seekers  have  marred 
its  beauty  and  function;  a world  whose  citizens 
cry  out  in  anguish,  victims  of  hunger,  of  poverty, 
of  cruel  mistreatment.  In  bewilderment  we  turn  to 
our  Creator  for  guidance. 

CWF:  O come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down.  Let  us 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker. 

LEADER:  We  come  weary  and  hurting  from  our  per- 
sonal struggles  and  failures;  we  seek  the  One  who 


was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  by  whose 
stripes  we  are  healed. 

CWF:  O come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down.  Let  us 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker! 

Prayer  Meditation 

Let  us  join  our  spirits  in  silent  prayer. 

—Help  us  with  the  problems  we  have  at  this  time. 
— Help  us  to  endure  all  things  with  love. 

— Use  us,  God,  to  help  those  in  need. 

— Help  us  to  be  mindful  of  our  many  blessings. 

— We  praise  you  and  glorify  you,  O God;  giving 
thanks  for  the  gift  of  your  precious  Son.  Amen. 

Offering 

One  important  way  we  reach  out  to  the  lost,  the 
lonely,  the  needy,  and  the  suffering  is  through  our 
CWF  offering.  Let  us  remember  these  people  as  we 
offer  our  gifts. 

Offering  Prayer 

We  dedicate  these  gifts  to  continue  the  work  your 
Son  began  on  earth.  We  pray  they  will  bring  hope 
and  healing.  In  Jesus’  name.  Amen. 

Carol  “O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem”  (120) 


lOD 


Bretiior,  (Lditor) 

The  Cruft  of  Joience  T’iotion;  New  York,  Ilageratown,  Jaii 
F ru  nc,  i u c o , Lon  don , Hu  rpe  r d;  ho  w (1976,  Bre  tn  or)  ; In  de  x 32  lx;  * 

Tiiiu  iu  a oy/nx^ouiuiTi  on  writing  ooienoa  fietion 
representative  number  of  x^ract doing  writero.  It  is 
guide,  particularly  if  used  in  ccniuncticn  with  the 
3oien'ce  Fiction  Handbooks 

I'.Iuch  of  the  information  provided  is  theoretical,  but  a 
lot  is  also '.pruG tical , and  the  index  should  be  useful  as  a 
help  in  referring  'to  particular  problems.  This  book  is  worth 
reading  often,  and  should  be  retained. 

( . ' ■ 


by  a good 
a useful 
ds Gamps  ^ 
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Bretnor,  Reginald  (Editor) 


Scienoe  Fiction,  Today  and  Toraorrow;  New  York,  Evanston, 
3an  Francisco,  London,  Harper  & Row  (1974,  Bretnor);  Index; 

342p. 

This  is  a very  good  symposium,  only  Poul  Anderson^  s and 
Hal  Clementes  contributions,  dealing  with  the  creation  of 
imaginary  worlds  and  beings,  seeming  too  technical  for  read- 
ing, but  deserving  study.  The  book  succeeds  Hodern  Science 
Fiction  edited  by  Bretnor  twenty  years  earlier,  and  is  also 
a reference  work  important  in  unde-rs tending  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  during  that  time. 

My  impression  is  that  most  of  the  contributors  feel  that 
the  academic  interest  in  the  field  is  not  an  unmixed -blessing. 
There  is  a tendency  for  the  academics  to  use  it  because  other 
fields  have  been  exhausted  for  theses;  and  to  introduce  ;iargon 
inappropriate  to  science  fiction’s  basic  purposes.  There  is  a 
grovmng  recognition  of  the  contributions  made  by  the  pioneer 
science  fictionists  in  establishing  the  field;  and  forecasts 
that,  as  v\/e  are-  now  living  in  a science  fiction  world,  it  is, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  the  field  of  fiction  greatest  in  po- 
tential growth. 

Frederlk  Pohl’s  summary  of  the  publishing  is  a mood  his- 
tory, and  enables  me  to  understand  better  the  problems  of  the 
dissemination  and  distribution  of  books  and  magazines.  The 
editor’s  central  contribution  is  excellent. 

All  things  considered,  this  is  a mature  book,  and  a sign 
that  amateurs  will  need  to  have  something  original  to  offer 
if  they  are  to  compete  with  qualified  practitioners.  Seldom 
have  I been  so  favorably  impressed  by  modern  science  fiction 
as  I v/as  by  this  book. 
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Briarton,  Grendel 

The  Goinpleat  T’eghoot:  The  TCany*  Lives  and  Greatest  Ex- 
ploits of  HlstoryEs  Punniest  3pace-Tiiie  Traveller;  Introduc- 
tion by  Poul  Anderson';  Illustrated  by  Tin  Kirk;  IBaltinore, 
T'laryland,  The  Tiirage  Press,  Ltd.,  1975  ( 197  5, Reginald  Bret- 
nor) ; 1000  cloth  56„50;  1000  paper,  $4.00)  unpaginated. 

86  punny  stories  are  included  in  this  volume,  of  which 
most  were  previously  published  i.i  the  TTagazine  of  Fantasy  and 
Science  Fiction.  The  first  50,  with  a longer  introduction  by 
Reginald  Bretnor  appeared  in  1962  under  the  title  Through 
Tine  and  Space  with  Ferdinand  Feghoot.  . 

V Although  many  of  these  stories  are  mainly  of  interest  to 
fantasy  fans,  and  bear  allusions  to  the  field,  others  are  of 
interest  to  culturally  educated  people.  Some  of  the  puns  are 
sufficiently  subtle  to  escape  ny-  co-'^pre  hens  ion  during  a quick 
reading  of  the  book^. 

With  Garth  Danielson^ s consent,  I looked  through  this 
book  while  waiting  for  him  to  pick  it  up. 
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Bridgeman,  Harriet  and  Drury,  Elizabeth  (Editors) 

The  British  Eccentric;  New  York,  Clarkson  N.  Potter, 

Inc,  (1976),  (1975,  Bridgeman) ; Illustrated  IGOu. 

This  symposium  of  articles  is  very  interesting,  giving 
information  concerning  some  eccentrics  previously  unknown  to 
me,  but  with  articles  also  concerning  the  following: 

The  Princess  Cara boo 

Alesteir  Crowley 

Thomas  de  Quincey 

Ouida 

William  Beckford 

Algernon  Charles  Swinburne 

There  is  special  information  in  almost  every  item,  so 
this  book  should  be  retained  for  reference.  The  illustrations 
are  of  importance. 

It  is  apparent  that  only  their  wealth,  in  many  eases, 
permitted  the  displays  of  eccentricity  shown  by  several;  but 
of  the  literary  men,  probably  de  Quincey *s  is  most  pathetic. 


In  some  respects,  this  is  a Believe -It-Or-Not  book. 
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Bristol,  Claude  M. 

The  Magic-  of  Believing;  with  an  introduction  by  Palmer 
Hoyt;  New  York,  Prentice -Ha  11 , Inc.  (1948,  Bristol),  18th 
printing,  February,  195S  . 245p. 

I was  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  that  this  book  is 
not  an  inspirational,  but  a practical,  exposition  of  the  oc- 
cult ”In  Tune  with  the  Universe”  (actually  "Infinite”)  doc- 
trine. Bristol  was  a businessman,  had  read  theosophy  and 
new  thought  books,  but  found  himself  able  to  practise  the 
forming  of  "thought- images”  and  finding  them  to  "come  true”. 

This  book  is  one  I should  recommend.  Bristol  is  a bit 
credulous,  but  I think  he  is  honest  in  his  belief,  and  I am 
sure  that  his  optimistic  philosophy  could  be  useful  to  most 
people.  He  plans  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  aims,  and  is 
not  simply  praying  for  their  realization. 

He  was  early  impressed  by  Hudson’s  classic,  as  I was, 
and  his  acceptance  of  psychical  phenomena  is  based  on  study 
and  observation.  He  quotes  an  article  by  Rhine. 

Richmond  Hill,  Ontario,  Pocket  Books  (#77123)  180p. 
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Bristol,  John  (John  Bristol  Speer) 

Fancy clopedia ; Los  Angeles,  California,  Forrest  J Ackerman 
(1944,  John  Bristol  Speer)  Limited  Edition  #239  of  250  98p. 

This  copy  was  inscribed  to  Alastair  Cameron  by  Ackerman. 

It  took  Speer  two  years  to  assemble;  Ackerman  estimated  that  5 
non-stop  24-hour  days  of  fan  time  to  publish. 

I purchased  most  of  Cameron's  collection  in  the  early  50's 
and  by  that  time  felt  that  I knew  enough  about  fandom  that  I had 
no  need  to  read  this  book.  However,  Speer  had  written  a short 
history  of  fandom,  called  UP  TO  NOW,  I believe,  which  I had  not 
read,  and  since  Harry  Warner,  Jr.  considered  this  compilation 
a superior  history,  I decided  to  read  it  from  cover  to  cover. 

Not  only  does  it  convey  history;  it  gives  mundane  informa- 
tion of  value.  Having  recently  appreciated  reading  Speer's  weekly 
newsletter  covering  the  events  of  a year,  I respected  his  ability 
as  a writer  and  researcher,  so  decided  to  spend  two  days  reading 
this  important  volume. 

Having  read  the  histories  of  fandom  by  Moskowitz  and  Warner 
I was  surprised  at  the  details  summarized  by  Speer.  Some  of  his 
entries  like  that  about  Claude  Degler  and  the  Cosmic  Circle  amount 
to  essays.  His  humor  and  sly  comments  portray  the  mood  of  early 
fandom,  and  when  the  price  of  $1.50  for  this  volume  is  considered 
for  the  work  done,  a labor  of  love  is  demonstrated. 

The  double  columned  pages  contribute  to  easy  reading  and  as 
a work  of  reference,  this  book  is  still  of  great  value. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  5,  1999 
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Brittan,  S.  B.  (Editor) 


Magazine 


The  Spiritual  Telegraph;  New  Series,  Vol.  8,  New-York, 
Partridge  & Brittan,  1855 

This  bound  volume  reprints  the  principal  items  from  three 
months’  issues  of  the  newspaper  ending  May  1,  1855.  My  copy  is 
an  ex-library  donated  by  Chas  Partridge,  with  bookmark  of  his 
signature  . 

I assume  that  the  contents  are  like  those  of  various  spi- 
ritual publications,  giving  news  items  and  reviews  relating  to 
matters  of  interest  to  spiritualists.  Many  are  permanently  of 
interest  and  such  volumes  should  be  preserved. 

My  copy  is  in  good  condition  apart  from  browning  of  the 
paper.  A preliminary  index  is  helpful  in  finding  information. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  25,  2003 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Britten,  Emma  Hardinge  (Translater  and  Editor) 

Ghost  Land  or  Researches  into  the  Mysteries  of  Occultism 
illustrated  in  a series  of  autobiographical  Sketches;  Chicago, 
Progressive  Thinker  Publishing  House,  1897  ( copyright  William 
Britten)  357p. 

Although  ostensibly  merely  the  editor  of  two  autobiographies 
incorporated  in  this  book,  I suspect  that  she  was  the  author  of 
both.  However,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  one  is  given  a 
false  name  of  John  Dudley  Cavendish  and  later  John  Cavendish  Dud- 
ley. 


The  first  details  the  life  of  a young  man  who  is  controlled 
by  a wise  older  man  to  the  extent  that  they  can  share  thoughts. 
The  second  is  the  life  of  a friend  of  theirs  who  experiences  the 
contacts  of  the  spirit  after  death. 

Despite  my  doubts,  this  book  does  give  a fair  idea  of  Occult 
practices  and  the  secret  societies  which  adopted  such  traditions. 

As  the  former  Mrs.  Emma  Hardinge  the  author  wrote  the  only 
extensive  history  of  the  first  20  years  of  American  Spiritualism. 
I wonder  if  the  copyright  was  by  her  husband  after  her  death. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  23,  2003 
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Brittle,  Gerald 

The  Demonologis t : The  Extraordinary  Career  of  Ed  and  Lor- 
raine Warren;  Englewood  Cliffs,  New  Jersey,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc. 
(1980,  author  and  subjects);  bibliography;  index;  Illustrated; 

238p. 

The  only  other  book  I have  read  which  bears  comparison  with 
this  one  is  Hostage  to  the  Devil  by  Malachi  Martin,  which  is  men- 
tioned in  the  bibliography. 

The  early  part  of  this  book  was  so  poorly  written  and  unor- 
ganised that  I almost  decided  not  to  bother  reading  it.  However, 
I persevered  and  found  the  few  cases  dealtK  with  at  length  to  be 
fascinating.  The  book  could  have  been  improved  by  competent  ed- 
iting, but  on  the  whole  is  an  important  reference  to  the  modern 
phenomena  of  demon  possession. 

The  Warrens  claim  that  more  than  600  exorcisms  are  done  in 
the  U.  S.  every  year,  but  are  not  publicised  for  fear  of  exciting 
unjustified  claims  for  attention  by  people  troubled  yet  not  in 
actual  danger. 

The  chief  value  of  this  book  is  its  graphic  description  of 
cases  and  its  warning  against  irresponsible  dabbling  in  occultism 
and  especially  satanism. 

The  Warrens  were  involved  in  the  Enfield  case  described  by 
Guy  Lyon  Playfair  in  his  book  This  House  is  Haunted. 

It  is  ironic  that  I read  this  book  so  soon  after  reading 
The  Spiritualists,  by  Ruth  Brandon.  I wonder  what  she  would  say 
about  this  book  which  demonstrates  the  horrific  reality  of  many 
phenomena  which  she  ignores. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  5,  1997 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
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THE  First  Quarter  Cei^ry 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  DeSiecle 

c A S E F E T E ! 


FlitstCilf''Duist 


"THE  PAGEANT  OF  CIVILiZiiTION"  by  Arthur  Gilchrist  Brodeur;  1931, 

Sumer  was  rich  in  material  wealth  and  art  at  least  500  years  before 
the  first  Pharaoh;  but  Egypt  was  first  to  express  its  spiritual  life  in 
a religion  which  promised  immortality  of  the  soul  in  a land  beyond  the 
grave . 

The  great  pyramid  covers  13  acres  with  5,750,000  tons  of  stone; 
blocks  weighing  tons  are  set  together  v/ith  seams  of  considerable  length, 
showing  a joint  of  one  lo,oooth  of  an  inch  and  an  average  error  of  less 
than  l/10,C00th  of  the  side  in  equality,  in  squareness,  and  in  level. 
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Brome,  Vincent 


H.  G.  Wells;  Illustrated;  London/New  York/Toronto,  Longmans 
Green  and  Co  (1951);  Appendix;  Bibliography;  Index  255p 

This  biography  reveals  more  of  the  personal  life  of  Wells 
than  West^s  and  is  very  interesting. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  10,  2004 
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Brooke r,  Bertram 

Think  of  the  Barth;  Toronto,  Thomas  Nelson  & Sons,  no 
date  (1936)  288p. 

This  novel  won  a Governor  General ^s  Award  in  the  first 
year  of  their  presentation,  1937. 

Geoff  Tavistock,  an  Englishman  coming  to  Canada  from 
South  Africa,  works  as  timekeeper  for  a railway  construction 
gang  in  the  Manitoba  tov/n  of  Poplar  Plains  on  the  Assiniboine 
River.  Here  is  only  one  old  'friend  who  kne\¥  him.  in  South 
Africa,  a drunken  ruin  named  Pitts  who  had  married  an  actress 
named  Clara  from  lust,  her  attraction  also  having  been  felt 
by  Tavistock,  but  who  had. left  Pitts  to  become  a famous  stage 
star.  Fitts  has  always  admired  Tavistock,  but  fears  that  he 
is  insane, 

Tavistock  is  obsessed  with  the  opinion  that  there  is  no 
distinction  between  good  and  evil,  and  that  a miracle  v/111 
one  day  prove  his  belief.  He  has  scriptural  support  for  his 
vie?/,  and  Canon  Macaulay  is  unable  to  refute  for  himself  the 
scriptural  reference.  Tavistock  falls  in  love  with  the  Canon  Ms 
daughter  Laura,  but  is  so  convinced  of  the  importance  of  his 
mission  that  he  renounces  her  offered  love.  He  comes  to  feel 
that  the  miracle  v;ill  be  a murder,  co.m='"itted  innocently  so  it 
will  disprove  the  existence  of  evil. 

Laura  is  pursued  by  young  Anderson,  but  dislikes  him.  and 
in  finally  rejecting  his  advances  flings  herself  from  a canoe, 
upsetting  it  so  that  Anderson  drowns.  Tavistock  rescues  her, 
and  they  meet  in  their  efforts  to  help  a senile  old  man,  who 
ultimately  dies,  is  subsequently  dragged  by  the  throat  from 
his  bed  by  a half-breed  Jukes  Just  as  Tavistock  appears  and 
is  illuminated  to  understand  that'  this  is  the  innocent  murder 
of  his  obsession.  (It  is  curious  that  it  does  not  seem  to 
have  occurred  to  the  author  that  Anderson’s  death  mi.^ht  kxxa: 
equally  have  been  the  example.) 

Tavistock  co.mes  to  understand  that  his  obsession  made 
him  insane,  but  his  illumination  has  brought  him  back  to  an 
acceptance  of  his  humanity,  though  he  does  not  change  his 
view  that  Christ  did  not  die  to  redeem  mankind. 

This  is  a study  in  transcendental  religious  mania  rather 
than  a fantasy  or  psychic  novel.  One  of  the  characters,  Gaw- 
thorp,  editor  of  the  local  nev/spaper  (p.l30)  had  experienced 
”...a  queer  feeling  of  suspense--a  sort  of  ominousness  in  the 
air--before  the  pencil  (of  an  ouija -board)  began  to  write.” 

This  is  the  only  mention  of  psychic  phenomena  as  such  in  the 
book,  though  the  entire  idea  of  the  novel  is  an  unorthodox 
and  transcendental  religious  idea.  If  unorthodox  science  is 
science  fiction,  perhaps  unorthodox  religion  should  be  con- 
sidered as  fantasy,  but  this  is  an  idea  rather  than  accepted 
practice  in  classifying  fantasy. 

This  story  should  be  co.mpared  ?/lth  L.  Dougall’s  ”The 
Zeitgeist”,  Also  with  ”The  Exquisite  Gift”  by  Ella  Bell  'fellis. 
It  is  one  of  the  more  important  religious  novels,  but  j.,mportant 
to  fantasy  only  as  an  example  to  be  excluded. 


Brooks,  C.  Harry  and  Charles,  (Rev.)>  Ernest 


Christianity  and  Autosuggestion;  Toronto,  S.  B.  Gundy,  1923 

142p. 

Brooks’  earlier  book  concentrated  on  the  practical  use  of 
the  Cou4  system;  this  covers  its  relationship  to  the  Christian 
religion  quite  sensably  and  thoroughly. 

There  is  the  usual  comparison  between  the  healing  powers  of 
Cou^  with  those  of  Jesus,  and  the  similarity  is  emphasised. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  14,  2002 
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Brooks,  Van  Wyck,  and  Bettmann,  Otto  L. 

Our  Literary  Heritage:  A Pictorial  History  of  the  Writer 
in  America;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Company,  Inc.,  (1956,  Pub- 
lishers; 2nd  Printing,  November,  1956;  Index  plus  241p. 

This  large  volume  is  an  abridgment  of  five  volumes  by  Brooks 

1.  The  World  of  Washington  Irving 

2.  The  Flowering  of  New  England 

3.  The  Times  of  Melville  and  Whitman 

4.  New  England:  Indian  Summer 

5.  The  Confident  Years,  1885-1915 

The  set  was  previously  called  Makers  and  Finders:  a History  of 
the  Writer  in  America,  1800-1915. 

More  than  500  illustrations  accompany  the  text,  which  is  one 
sixth  of  the  original.  The  index  is  helpful  for  reference,  and 
makes  unnecessary  any  detailed  notes. 

Apart  from  a short  excursion  into  Beadle  dime  novels  and  a 
mention  of  Horatio  Alger,  no  attention  is  given  any  popular  or 
"pulp"  writers.  The  accepted  literary  canons  are  respected,  and 
although  there  is  an  indication  of  disapproval  of  spiritualistic 
and  unorthodox  themes,  and  no  mention  of  Garland’s  membership  in 
the  ASPR  or  William  James’s  similar  interests,  and  Howells  and 
Bellamy  and  Henry  James  all  wrote  voluminously  on  such  themes, 
as  well  as  Upton  Sinclair  and  Jack  London,  more  mention  is  made  of 
socialistic  leanings. 

As  short  summaries  of  leading  writers  and  their  works,  this 
is  a useful  volume,  attractively  illustrated. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 
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FutstciiF'nuist 


Broun,  Heywood 


Gandle  Follows  His  Nose;  New  York,  Boni  & Live  right, 

1926  (Second  Printing,  March,  1926),  (Publishers)  191p. 

This  is  a parable  of  man  and  his  search  for  identity, 

Gandle  finds  a lamp  and  is  served  by  the  Genie,  A 
woman,  and  a son  made  from  a tree,  are  provided  him,  and  he 
is  obeyed  by  them.  Because  he  obtains  them  without  effort 
and  because  they  offer  no  challenge,  he  wearies  of  them,  and 
throws  away  the  lam_p  when  the  Genie  tells  him  he  cannot  bring 
intangibles  but  only  things. 

Using  his  own  efforts,  he  defeats  dragons  and  armies,  ' 
finds  a woman  by. whom  he  has  a son,  learns  something  of  the 
nature  of  God,  and  rejects  the  dogma  of  a priest,  saying  he 
wants  to  know  by  experience. 

If  my  interpretation  is  correct,  Broun  seems  to  be 
saying  that  we  must  forsake  magic  and  use  science  and  ex- 
periment if  we  are  to  grow  as  men^ 

I do  not  care  for  these  parables,  so  this  is  not  my 
kind  of  fantasy.  It  does,  however,  qualify  as  such;  and  has 
perhaps  more  literary  value  than  most. 
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Brown,  Carter 


The  Coven;  Toronto,  The  New  Araerican  Library  of  Canada, 
Limited  (Signet  #T458l)  127p.  . 

Rick  Holman,  private  eye,  solves  the  mystery  of  two 
murders  in  a movie  industry  setting,  where  six  people  have 
formed  a coven,  mainly  for  sadistic  and  sex  ritual  purposes. 

A wild  brother  and  sis. ter  have  parted  from  their  movie  actor 
father^  and  at  his  wife^s  instigation  he  hires  Rick  to-  find 
his  daughter.  The  brother  turns  out  to  be  the  killer,  and- 
Rick  has  to  kill  him  in  self-defence. 

This  is  simply  another  sensational  sex  and  murr^er  story, 
its  descriptions  of  the  witch  coven  orgies  being  its  only 
connection  with  fantasy.'  It  has  not  place  for  any  other 
reason  in  a fantasy  collection. 


Brown,  Charles  Reynolds 

Living  Again;  Cambridge,  Harvard  University  Press, 

1920  58p. 

Writing  so  soon' after  the  end  of  World  War  I,  Brown 
takes  note  of  the  spate  of  books  on  spiritualism  and  says 
that  he  cannot  agree  with  its  dependence  on  phenomena  de- 
rived from  back-room  sordid  mediumistic  sources.  He  says  he 
lost  his  mother  four  years  previously,  and  that  she  would 
not  descend  to  contacting  him  through  such  mediums,  but  in 
his  study,  or  his  home,  directly. 

He  depends  for  his  faith  in  immortality  on  his  belief 
that  all  natural  instincts,  like  sex,  have  been  provided  a 
means  of  their  satisfaction;  and  that  the  longing  for  im- 
mortality must  have  a similar  means  of  satisfaction.  He 
relies  upon  the  fact  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  as  enough 
proof  by  example  of  the  fact  of  living  again. 

There  is  little  original  thinking  in  this  essay.  It  is 
an  example  of  rejection  of  evidence  in  favor  of  faith  or  be- 
lief. i 





Brown,  Fredrle 


Angels  and  Spaceships;  New  York,  E.  P,  Dutton  & Company, 


Inc,,  1954  (1954,  Brown)  224p. 

Con  tents 

Introduction  9 

I,  Pattern  13 

Placet  Is  a Crazy  Place  15  . 

3.  Answer  36 

4,  Etaoin  Shrdlu  38 

5.  Preposterous  69 

6,  Armageddon  71 

7,  Politeness  79 

8.  The  Waveries  81 

9.  Reconciliation  114 

10,  The  Hat  Trick  116 

II. Search  125 

12.  Letter  to  a Phoenix  127 

13.  Daisies  138 

14.  The  Angelic  Angleworm  140 

15. Sentence  206 

16. The  Yehudi  Principle  208 

17. Solipsist  223 


Although  some  of  these  stories  and  vignettes  are  merely 
potboilers,  (4)  and  (14),  both  dealing  with  linotypes  gone 
mad,  but  particularly  the  latter,  are  important  and  well  done 
Fredric  Brown  standards. 

The  paperback  edition  was  entitled  Star  Shine. 


Brown,  Fredric 


The  Best  of  Fredric  Brown;  Edited  and  with  an  introduc- 
tion by  Robert  Bloch;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (#25700) , 


(1977,  Author’s  Estate)  315p. 

Con tents 

Introduction:  A Brown  'otudy  Robert  Bloch  ix 

1.  "Arena'*  1 

2.  IiTBgine  31 

It  Didn’t  Happen  33  2 

4»  Recessional  47 

5.  Bine  Kleine  Nachtmusik  (with  Carl  Onspaugh)  49  2 

6.  Puppet  ^how  69  2 

7.  Nightmare  in  Yellow  81 

8.  Barthmen  Bearing  Gifts  ' 85 

9.  Jaycee  89 

10.  Pi  in  the  Sky  91  3 

11.  Answer  121  1 

12.  The  Geezens tacks  ^ 123 

13.  Hall  of  Mirrors  133 

14.  Knock  141  2,3 

15.  Rebound  153 

16, Star  Mouse  157  3 

17 . Abominable  179 

18.  Letter  to  a'  Phoenix  183  1 

19.  Not  Yet.  the  End  193 

20. Eta6in  Shrdlu  197  1 

21.  Armageddon  221 

22 . Experiment  227 

23.  The  Short  Happy  Lives  of  Eustace  Weaver  (l,2,&3)  229 

24. ReconGila tion  237 

25.  Nothing  Sirius  239  2,3 

2 6.  Pat  tern  257  1 

27.  The  Yehudi  Principle  *259  1 

28.  Come  and  Go  Mad  271  3 

29.  The  End  315 


(1, Angels  and  Spaceships. 
2, Paradox  Lost 
3. Space  on  My  Hands 


Although  interesting  to  read,  most  of  tha  stories  not  in 
the  volumes  noted  are  not  exceptionally  important. 
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Brown,  Fredrio 


The  Bloody  Moonlight;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#783), 
(May,  1950),  (1949,  Brown),  (Dutton)  182p. 

Ed  Hunter  tackles  his  first  case  as  a detective,  after 
he  and  his  Uncle  Am  leave  t'he  carnival, 

A beautiful  and  successful  woman,  v/ho  has  an  alcoholic 
husband,  hires  the  Btarlock  agency  to  find  out  if  her  uncle 
has  made  a genuine , and  possibly  comiTiercially  successful, 
radio  discovery.  If  so,  she  is  v\?illing  to  finance  it  to  the 
extent  of  $5000,  If  not,  she , is  still  willing  to  contribute 
something  to  her  uncle. 

The  reason  there  is  some  doubt  is  that  rumor  susfrests 
that  the  uncle  has  detected  signals  from  Mars.  Ed  finds 
that  the  more  likely  source  is  the  fourth  moon  of  Jupiter, 
Gallisto,  and  that  the  uncle  is  more  than  half  convinced  of 
the  fact  of  attempted  communication,  Ed  tries  to  detect  the 
source  of  the  signal,  but  on  his  way  to  his  first  interview 
with  the  uncle  he  has  discovered  a corpse  on  the  road,  with 
its  throat  torn  out;  the  sheriff,  father  he  thinks  of  a girl 
he  has  met  in  the  library  where  he  tries  to  reinforce  his 
sketchy  knowledge  of  radio,  beats  him  up  when  he  cannot  find 
the  body  whose  discovery  has  interrupted  his  gambling;  Ed 
challenges  the  sheriff  to  a fight  the  next  day  when  he  has 
discovered  the  skeleton  of  the  body  in  the  smouldering  ashes 
of  a barn,  and  takes  his  revenge;  and  with  the  assistance  of 
the  old  woman  editor  of  the  local  paper,  uncovers  the  killer 
and  unravels  the  mystery. 

The  romantic  side  of  the  story  cools  when  Ed  finds  that 
the  girl  in  the  library  is  the  wife,  and  not  the  daughter, 
of  the  sheriff;  and  he  ends  the  book  with  the ' -possibili  ty  of 
receiving  consolation  from  his  employer,  the  successful  busi- 
ness woma'n. 

As  in  most  of  Brown’s  mystery  novels,  there  are  elements 
of  Interest  to  science  fiction  enthusiasts,  and  the  riot  is 
baffling.  Once  read,  however,  there  is  little  to  warrant 
keeping  the  book  for  reference. 
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Brovin,  Fredric 


Gonplinents.  of  a Fiend;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Gonuany 
Inc.,  1950  256p, 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (;f876),  (march,  1951)  198p. 

V/ori^lng  for  a detective  agency  in  Chicago,  An  Hunter 
disappears  and  Ed  starts  a search  for  him.  It  involves  him 
in  the  numbers  racket  so  that  he  learns  how  it  operates;  he 
meets  an  as  trologe  r <who  attempts  to  assist  him.  but  is  mur- 
dered; he  finds  that  two  brothers,  one  a killer  and  the  other  ' 
a clairvoyant  who  crystal-gazes,  have  plotted  to  swindle  the 
operator  of  the  racket  and  have  had  to  kidnap  Am  when  he  may 
get  wind  of  their  relationship. 

The  story  is  made  more  interesting  by  a quotation  from. 
■Charles  Fort  concerning^  disappea  ring  Ambroses:  Small  from_ 
Toronto,  and  Bierce  from  Texas. 

Like  other  .mysteries,  there-  is  a great  deal  of  sleuthing 
described  in  the  unravelling  of  the  plot,  and  once  t.he  solution 
to  the'  .mystery  is  known,  the  book’s  interest  fades.  This  is 
well  done,  and  even  though  Ed  does  get  romantically  involved 
with  EstellS'  from  the  carnival,  s.he  leaves  him.  to  marry  the 
numbers  racket  boss. 

Just  as  good  as  The  Dead  Ringer. 
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Brown j Fredrio 


1 


Death  Has  I'lany  Doors;  Kew  York^  Dutton  & Gormany^ 

Inoorpora ted,  1951  (Brown)  215p» 

Ihis  Fd  Hunter  and  Unele  Am  story  has  suf  fie  lent' elements 
of  fantasy  to  qualify  as  borderline  fantasy,. 

ityo  sisters,  dally  and  Dorothy  Doerr,  approach  the  Ihinters’ 
fgeney  for  protection  beoouoe  in  S^ili.y^s  case  has  been 

threatened  with  death  by  Yartia us;  and  in  Dorothy’s  ea,;ie  because 
she  has  a pre-iOjU/blon  of  death.  Despite  Fid’s  beat  ^precautions , 
both  fsirls  die  on  the  day  appointed,  one  by  electric  shock,  whi.eh 
causes  a heart  att-'ck,  the  otter  by  ros t-hyrnotio  sum-ention  ' 
'vviiieh  fcfives  her  the  hallucination  of  a rr.ft  to  nhich.  sho  tries 
to'  so’im,  und(ir  ooipulslcnj  drowniny  because  h:r^  3 1 iron  nth  is 
oirortaxe'd.  The  elrls^  a dor  tire  father,  olai’^'ina;  to  be  a ^^artian 
retains  tps  Hunters  to  inr^--n  ti'ui  ts  the  deaths,  and  the  villain 
turns  ovt  to  be  the  father’s  orothor-in-^^l-n,  an  inventor  who  is 
also  n f:;ood  o3yehoio;-’l:3 1 , but  ;7bo  spends  his  inco^-ie  on  drlnkin^ 
and  ya-::hlinp^  , . ^ 

Like  all  of  Brown’s  nysteries  that  I hr^-^rn  to  date,  it 

is  intarec ti.Qg,  weLl^plotted , and  unusii-"!,  Ye  henries  the  super 
iior/'val  vary  wail,  and  has  evide'^tly  studied  it  earefoily. 

Bantam  Books  (#1567),  3rd  ptg,  new  edition,  Feb., 1957  152p. 
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Bxovi/n,  Bredrlc 


The  Dead  Ringer;  New  York,  N.  P.  Dutton  & Company , ‘ Inc . 
1948  (Brovwn)  224p. 

V/ell  told  in  the  first  person  by  19  year  old  Nd  Hunter 
who  assists  his  uncle  Ambrose  with  a ball  game  in  a carnival, 
this  mystery  im/olves  the  deaths  of  a midget,  a chimpanzee, 
and  a neg2?oboy  of  seven  years.  Ed  and  Am  unravel  the  murders 
and  Ed  is  saved  from  marrying  a beautiful  blonde  bombshell  by 
his  discovery  that  she  is  involved  in  the'  murders.  He  and  Am 
end  the  book  by  double -da  ting  with  an.  old  friend  of  AmH  s and- 
a carnival . girl  wHo  has  consoled  Ed. 

Well  written,  well-plotted,  and  with  good  human  interest, 
this  is  apparently  the  second  of  several  books  Involving  the 
same  characters,  I do  not,  however,  consrder  that  it  is  of 
i.mportance  to  me;  like  most  mysteries,  once  the  plot  is  re- 
vealed, there  is  li'ttle  left  to  think  about. 

New -York,  Bantam  Books  (#361),  March,  1949 

#1216,  April,  1954 


21.2p, 

184p. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


The  Deep  End;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#1215);  (;^feirch, 
1954);  Dutton,  19^52,  Brown,  1952  169p. 

This  murder  mystery  is  unusual  because  the  murderer  is 
suspected  almost  from  the  beginning,  and  the  story  involves 
fitting  together  the  suspicions  which  finally  lead  to  know- 
le  dge . 

A high-school  boy  of  17  is  good  in  studies  and  in  tennis 
and  football;  he  killed  his  15  year  old  sister  accidentally 
at  the  age  of  4,  was  suspected  as  a murderer  by  his  alcoholic 
father,  so  became  one,  killing  schoolmates  and  people  who 
were  available  in  the  railway  freight  yards  near  his  home. 

Sam  Evans,  a newspaper  reporter,  had  attended  the  school 
and  knew  a teacher  there;  he  had  his  first  schoolboy  sex  with 
her,  but  had  not  seen  her  for  some  years,  and  had  married  in 
the  meantime.  He  and  his  wife  were  considering  a divorce,  so 
when  it  appeared  that  the  tea cher  might  be  able  tg  supply  in- 
formation about  the  murder  suspect,  Sam  engaged  in  a liason 
with  her,  and  seriously  considered  her  as  a replacement  for 
his  wife. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  book  the  boy  became  suspicious,  of 
Sam,  and  tried  to  murder  him;  thep  tried  again  in  the  railway 
yf^ards  where  Sam  had  trailed  him.  »Vith  the  aid  of  a friend 
of  a murdered  boy,  Sam  was  saved,  and  reconciled  with  his 
wife. 

Just  as  interesting  as  most  other  Fredric  Brown  mys- 
teries, this  one  also  is  pastime  rather  than  for  reference. 

It  Is  the  smooth  underplaying  of  detection  which  carries  the 
reader  a^long  and  interests  him  in  the  story. 


Brown,  Fredrlc 

Death  Has  Many  Doors;  New  York,  E.  D,  Dutton  & Gonpany, 
Incorporated,  1951  (Brown)  S15p, 

This  Ed  Hunter  and  TTncle  Am  story  has  sufficient  elements 
of  fantasy  to  qualify  as  borderline  fantasy. 

■*  Two  sisters,  Sally  and  Dorothy  Doerr,  approach  the  Hunters’ 
Agency  for  protection  because  in  Sally’s  case  she  has  been 
threatened  with  death  by  Martians;  and  in  Dorothy’s  case  because 
she  has  a premonition  of  death.  Despite  Ed’s  best  precautions, 
both  girls  die  on  the  day  anpointed,  one  by  electric  shock  which 
causes  a heart  attack,  the  other  by  pos t~hypnotic  suggestion 
which  gives  her  the  hallucination  of  a raft  to  which  she  tries 
to  swim,  under  compulsion,  drowning  because  her-  strength  is 
overtaxed.  The  girls’  adoptive  father,  claiming  to  be  a Martian 
retains  the  Hunters  to  investigate  the  deaths,  and  the  villain 
turns  out  to  be  the  father’s  brother-in-law,  an  inventor  who  is 
also  a good  psychologist,  but  who  spends  his  income  on  drinking 
and  gambling. 

Like  all  of  Brown’s  mysteries  that  I have  read  to  date,  it 
is  interesting,  well-plotted,  and  unusual.  He  handles  the  super 
normal  very  well,  and  has  evidently  studied  it  carefully. 

Bantam  Books  (#1567),  3rd  ptg,  new  edition,  Feb. ,1957  .152p. 
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Detective  Book  Club 


Anthology 


See  Fredric  Brown:  The  Five-Day  Nightmare. 


Contents . 
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I read  only  the  third  book. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


The  Fabulous  Clip joint;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#302) 
(April,  1948),  (1947,  Brown)  181p. 

The  first  Am  and  Bd  Hunter  novel,  this  describes  the  death 
of  Ed’s  father  in  a dark  Chicago  alleyway,  and  the  Hunters’  de- 
cision to  track  down  the  killer.  They  find  that  Kd’s  father,  a 
linotype  operator,  unable  to  commit  suicide  and  knowing  that  a 
co-v;orker  loved  his  wife,  arranged  for  his  friend  to  kill  him. 

Ed’s  story  is  complicated  by  his  man-crazy  15-year  old 
step-sister,  Ed’s  father  having  failed  to  testify  at  a trial 
after  being  bribed,  disappearing  to  avoid  repercussions,  and 
being  trailed  by  a gang  including  a beautiful  brunette  (who  is 
mistakenly  portrayed  on  the  cover  as  a blonde ),  having  the 
money  from  a robbery  which  she  mails  to  herself  under  a dif- 
ferent name. 

This  is  a good  introduction  to  the  various  Hunter  novels, 
but  not  worth  keeping  permanently.  It  ends  with  Am.  giving  an 
expensive  trom-bone  to  Ed,  who  decides  to  quit  his  job  with  the 
printing  plant  where  he  and  his  father  had  v/orked,  in  order  to 
join  the  carnival  with  Am. 

Bantam  Books'^  (#1134),  2nd  ptg.  tiuly,  1953. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


The  Far  Cry;  New  York,  E,  P.  Dutton  & Go.,  Inc,,  1951 
(Brown)  ^ ‘ 

Something  different  from  Brown’s  earlier  Mystery  Novels 
--a  sheer  tour-de -force  such  as  a writer  seizes  only  once  in 
a blue  moon.  Such  is  the  publishers’  blurb  announcement. 

A real  estate  man  of  ^ome  refinement  and  culture,  George 
Weaver  makes  the  mistake  of  marrying  for  her  physical  attractions 
a blonde  waitress  who  reads  confession  magazines  and  listens  to 
soap  operas.  They  have  two  children,  girls  who  have  been  sent  to 
summer  camp;  George  has  ,1ust  been  released  from  a sanitarium  where 
he  has  received  treatment  for  a breakdown  caused  by  his  unhanny 
marriage  and  business  reverses. 

A friend  suggests  that  he  should  make  use  of  his  convalescence 
to  write  the  account  of  a murder  which  took  nlace  in  the  adobe  hut 
he  rents  for  the  summer,  A homosexual  artist  had  murdered  a girl 
who  came  to  him  as  the  result  of  a corresnondence  initiated  through 
a Lonely  Hearts  Club,  expecting  marriage.  The  girl  had  been  seen 
running  av/ay  from  the  hut  pursued  by  the  artist  with  a large  knife; 
the  artist  ran  away  and  was  never  found,  nor  were  inquiries  made 
about  the  dead  girl  by  any  relative. 

George  becomes  obsessed  with  the  girl  and  falls  in  love  with 
his  image  of  her  brunette  beauty.'  After  makin/r  inquiries  and 
photogra nhing  three  examples  of  the  artist’s  work  left  behind,  he 
locates  her  suitcase  and  effects  which  the  killer  had  buried,  and 
identifies  her  hometown  in  California.  Going  there,  he  discovers 
that  the  girl  had  stolen  some-  thousands  of  dollars  from  her  father* 
bank,  and  the  father  and  mother  had  disowned  her,  tbe  -father  making 
restitution  to  the  bank.  The  father  died,  but  George  told  the 
mother,  a cold,  unfeeling  woman,  about  her  daughter’s  death. 

George  had  been  drinking  heavily,  and  when  he  tracked  down 
the  fact  that  the  killer  had  died  of  KSHxxxp  tuberculosis  by 
identifying  a painting  in  a doctor’s  office,  his  activities  in 
the  girl’s  hometov/n  were  reported  to  the  sheriff  who  had  done 
the  orggmnal  investigation.  The  sheriff  told  George  that  he  had 
made  a mistake;  the  girl  whose  grave  had  been  identified  as  Jenny’s 
was  actually  a blonde,  two  inches  shorter  than  the  girl  in  the 
grave.  The  description  of  the  girl  Jenny  identified  her  as  the 
girl  George  had  married:  he  goes  mad^  and  goes  after  her  with  a 
.knife,  repeating  the  original  crime. 

Although  an  almost  impossible  situation,  Brown  manages  to 
portray  it  effectively.  This  is  a morbid  and  unusual,  but  quite 
interesting  mystery  story. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


The  Five-Day  Nif^.htniare;  E,  P,  Dutton  & Co.  Edition  -^2.95 
reprinted  for  the  Detective  Book  Club  by  V/alter  J.  Black,  Inc 
Roslyn,  New  York  (1962,  Brown)  112p. 

Investment  counsellor  and  stockbroker  Lloyd  Johnson  has 
quarreled  with  his  wife  and  admits  he  is  equally  to  blame  but 
finds  a note  from  a kidnaper  in  his  typewriter  when  he  p-oes 
home,  demanding  -.125,000  ransom..  The  modus  operandi  is  the 
samie  as  in  two  previous  kidnaping  cases,  and  he  is  referred 
to  both  husbands,  one  who  reported  to  the  police  and  whose 
wife  was  killed,  the  other  who  co-operated  and  whose  wife  was 
returned  safely. 

The  story  centers  about  the  details  of  how  'Lloyd  raises 
the  ransom  money  with  the  assistance  of  his  partner  and  his 
friends,  how  he  repurchases  from  a friend  a mun  he  had  sold 
and  determines  that  his  wife,  when  he  gets  her  back  will  be 
mxade  to  have  a gun  also,  even  though  she  hates  then  and  is 
gun-shy. 

As  usual,  Brown  keeps  the  story  moving  with  realistic 
description  of  the  details, 'and  Lloyd’s  con  .lectures  about  the 
kidnaper  and  how  to  avoid  revealing  that  his  wife  has  been 
kidnaped.  The  surprise  ending,  reveals  that  his,  nartner  found 
a note  from  Lloyd’s  wife  saying  that  she  was  going  to  visit 
her  sister  so  t,hey  could  both  cool  off  from,  the  quarrel,  and 
immediately  realized  that  he  might  secure  the  ransom  without 
engaging  in  kidnaping,  and  thus  cover  his  peculations  of  the 
clients’  securities.  Lloyd  faces  his  partner  down,  and  shows 
him  how  blind  he  has  been  to  the  fact  that  once  the  facts  of 
his  wife’s  visit  were  known,  the  partner  was  the  only  one  who 
could  have  had  the  oppottunlty  to  know  of  the  note  and  to  have 
planned  the  fake  kidnaping. 

Readable,  but  less  interesting  than  many  others  of  Brown’s 
mxys  teries. 


Brown,  Fredrio 


His  Name  V/as  Death;  Bantam  Books  (#1436),  Montreal, 
(March,  1955),  (Dutton,  June,  1954,  Brown)  120p, 

Another  very  good  murder  mystery. 

Darius  Conn  murders  his  wife  and  his  alibi  holds  up;  he 
becomes  a counterfeiter  of  $10,  bills,  but  some  get  into  the 
~ possession  of  a man  v\?ith  whom  he  has  traded  cars,  and  he  has 
to  murder  the  man  in  his  attempt  to  regain  them.  Finding 
that  some  have  passed  on  to  the  man’s  fiancee,  he  mnrders 
her  also.  His  '’girl  Friday'’  knov;s  enough  about  the  money  to 
endanger  him,  so  he  plots  her  murder,  too. 

Although  he  grows  constantly  more  aware  of  the  danf^ers 
to  which  he  is  exposed,  he  feels  competent  to  evade  them. 

He  overlooks  the  "danger  from  the  one  man  suspected  of  m.ur- 
dering  his  wife;  this  man  has  been  on  his  trail  constantly 
because  he  had  been  the  wife’s  lover,  and  finally  kills  him 
before  Conn  can  kill  his  "girl  Friday'’. 

Brown’s  standard  is  consistently  high,  and  his  stories 
y are  both  interestingly  plotted  and  with  good  characterization. 
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Brown,  Fredric 

Honeymoon  in  Hell;  Montreal,  Bantam  Books  (#J2650),  (2nd 
ptg..  Sept.,  1963;  Aug.,  1958);  (1958,  Publishers)  150p. 

I had  read  more  than  half  this  book  when  other  tasks  made 
me  leave  it,  and  the  rest  of  the  book  is  now  ended. 

There  are  some  very  interesting  ideas  used  in  these  stories 
some  of  which  are  very  short  sketches.  Like  most  of  Brownes 
books,  it  is  well  written,  and  the  punch  of  some  is  forceful. 

I cannot  remember  the  early  stories,  but  certainly  if  I 
find  time  to  reread  this  book  it  will  be  worthwhile. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  1 , 1998 
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Brown,  l^redric 


The.  Lenient  Beast;  Bantam  Books  {#1712),  TTontreal,  (Jan- 
uary, 1958),  {Dutton,  April,  1956,  Brown)  i47p. 

This  is  probably  the  weakest  of  Brownes  mysteries,  and  I 
liked  it  hardly  bbtter  than  The  Far  Cry, 

John  Medley,  tortured  in  memory  by  the  fact'  that  he  had 
'^mercy  killed'*  his  wife  immediately  follov;ing  an  automobile 
accident,  suffers  nightmares,  but  his  mind  is  made  peaceful 
when  he  folloy;s  what  he  believes  is  divine  direction  in  put- 
ting incurable  sufferers  out  of  their  misery.  Brown  is  not 
clear  in  indicating  ^ust  how  many  of  the  unsolved  murders  are 
Medley*s,  but  the  case  being  investigated  is  that,  of  a German 
Jew  survivor  of  Hi  tier *s  concentra tion  camps  whose  family  is 
wiped  out  in  an  automobile  accident,  who  is  v/orking  at  a ^lob 
”made^’  for  him  on  conpassiona  te  grounds , and  who  has  nothing, 
to  live  for. 

The  principal  .characters  a-^e  two  detectives  on  the  Tucson 
Police  Department  investigating  the  death,  one  a red-headed 
bachelor  and  the  other  a Mexican-American  of  refinement  who  is 
married  to  an  alcoholic,  lov.ing  her,  but  unable  to  depend  on 
her  for  social  duties.  The  bachelor  falls  in  love  v/ith  the 
daughter  of  a neighbor  of  Medley;  the  TTexican’s  wife  leaves 
him  with  her  lover,  and  when  he  fathoms  TTedley*s  motive,  he  . 
leaves  ,a  quanitity  of  the  kind  of  sleeping  pills  which  Tiedley 
had  used  in  one  of  his  mercy  killings,  and  Medley  accepts  this 
as  another  sign  from  God  that  he  may  commit  suicide  and  quit^ 
his  voca  tion.  , ' - 

Although  Brown  is  successful  as  usual  in  depicting  the 
daily  activities  and  police  work  of  his  characters,  he  does 
mistake  the  m.ethod  of  presenting  this  story.  He  gives  away 
Medley*s  motivation  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  so  that  the 
reader  knows  that  no  one  is  in  danger  excepting  those  who  are 
no  longer  interested  in  living,  but  for  one  reason  or  another 
will  not  commit  suicide.  The  uncovering  of  the  motive  and  the 
crimes  are  really  the  result  of  a suggestion  from,  the  alcoholic 
wife,  rather  than  the  result  of  police  work. 

An  interesting  book,  but  not  as  good  as  either  Bloch*s 
or  Karp *3  books  on  the  same  theme. 
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Brown,  Fredric 

The  Lights  in  the  Sky  Are  Stars;  New  York,  F.  P.  Dutton 
& Company,  Inc.,  1953  (1953,  Author)  254p. 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#1385),  (December,  1954)  149p. 

(#J2578)  (June,  1963)  149p. 

A spaceman  with  one  leg  blown  off  in  an  explosion  of  a 
test  blast  on  takeoff  still  dreams  of  assisting  in  a Jupiter 
voyage;  falls  in  love  with  Ellen,  a U.S.  Senator  who  has  been 
twice  previously  married,  but  who  accomplishes  the  political 
jockeying  necessary  to  see  that  appropriation  of  funds  for 
the  project  is  made.  She  dies  before  the  project  can  be  made 
fact;  Max  Andrews  is  dismissed  when  it  is  shown  that  he  has 
not  been  a spaceman,  but  had  falsified  his  injury  to  indicate 
it  occurred  in  space:  he  had  come  to  believe  his  own  lie,  A 
drunken  bout  brings  his  friends  to  his  aid;  a negro  mystic  is 
trying  soul  projection  in  line  with  thought  transmission  as 
quicker  than  space  travel,  but  dies  under  fasting  and  drugs; 
Max  ends  by  encouraging  his  brother’s  son  to  dream  of  the 
stars,  and  never  loses  his  own  enthusiasm. 

During  the  course  of  the  story,  Max  remembers  having 
read,  as  a boy,  Brown’s  What  Mad  Universe,  and  has  tried  the 
sewing  machine  experiment  described  in  that  novel  in  his  ef- 
forts to  find  a space  warp. 

This  is  the  least  fantastic  of  Brown's  science  fiction 
that  I have  read  to  date,  but  it  was  apparently  popular,  as 
shown  by  the  two  paperback  printings.  Aside  from  the  thought 
transmission  idea  (which  I had  proposed  in  a letter  to  a fan- 
zine independently  of  knowing  about  this  treatment  of  the 
idea)  there  is  no  really  important  material  in  this  book. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


Madball;  New  York,'  Dell  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  (1953, 
Brown)  192p. 

Following  a bank  robbery  netting  them  $42,000,  two  car- 
nival workers  are  involved  in  an  automobile  accident  in  which 
one  is  killed  and  the  other  injured.  Seven  weeks  in  hospital 
leaves  the  survivor  happy  at  thought  of  being  the  beneficiary, 
and  eager  to  succeed  to  the  favors  of  his  dead  friend’s  girl, 
so  he  returns  to  the  carnival  and  persuades  her  to  spend  the 
night  with  him,  Evans  figures  out  the  facts  of  the  crime  and 
murders  the  surviving  robber,  but  is  seen  with  the  murder 
weapon,  a tent  stake,  and  bribes  the  girl  to  silence.  . She  is 
in  fear  of  her  husband  the  knife  thrower,  a pathologically 
jealous  man,  and  in  love  with  another  man,  and  hopes  to  use 
the  money  to  get  away  from  him. 

The  mentalist.  Doc  Magus,  deduces  the  fact  of  the  crime 
and  traces  through  conversation  with  a nurse  at  the  hosnital 
where  the  money  is.  He  has,  when  at  a certain  staple  of  in- 
toxication, veridical  flashes  when  consulting  his  crystal 
ball, and  his  shrewd  guesses  have  given  him  the  reputation  of 
supernormal  knowledge.  Though  he  locates  the  original  place 
in  which  the  money  was  hidden,  a hollow  rubber  foetus  of  a 
two-headed  calf , it  has  been  booby-trapped  by  the'killer, 
Evans,  who  has  anticipated  him,  and  he  dies. 

Not  before  he  has  enjoyed  Tlaybelle,  forecast  for  the 
boy  idiot  a fortune,  and  precipitated  a crisis  for  Evans, 
however.  The  boy  is  attached  to  a homosexual,  who  ultimately 
banishes  him  so  that  when,  in  seeking  satisfaction  of  his  a- 
roused  curiosity  by  examining  a pornographic  book,  he  finds 
the  money  and  seeks  to  purchase  the  favors  of  a ^rirl  from  the 
strip  show,  and  runs  off  with  her,  he  burns  the  m.oney  v/hen  he 
finds  that  she  intends  to  betray  him. 

Evans,  finding  the  money  gone,  chases  after  the  girl  and 
the  boy,  but  is  killed  in  a car  accident.  His  arranging  the 
killing  of  Tfi^epeople,  including  the  knife-thrower  and  his 
Wife,  has  done  him  no  good. 

This  is  a sordid  story,  but  interesting,  'and  may  be  con- 
sidered borderline  fantasy  because  of  Doc  Magus’  use  of  the 
madball. 

Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Fav/cett  Piiblica  tions , Inc., 

(Gold  tie  dal  Books  #all32)  (1953,  1961,  Brown)  176p. 


Brown,  Frtdrio 


Martians,  Go  Home;  New  York,  E,  P.  Dutton  & Company, 

Inc.  (1955,  Brown)  174p. 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#A1546),  (December,  1956)  159p, 

A science  fiction  writer  suffering  from  writer’s  block 
is  confronted  by  a little  green  man,  bringing  news  that 
Earth  has  been  invaded  by  a billion  of  his  kind.  Buffering 
a mental  breakdown  when  beginning  a western  novel  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  publisher,  he  is  committed  to  an.  asylum,  where 
a friendly  doctor  and  his  own  estranged  wife,  a nurse  at  a 
nearby  mental  hospital,  bring  him  out  of  it  after  he  has 
succeeded  in  writing  a better  western  novel  and  is  embarked 
on  a new  writing  career. 

During  his  mental  illness,  the  writer  is  unable  to  see 
or  hear  the  Martians,  and  believes -tha  t they  have  been  the 
creation  of  his  own  solipsism.  Because  this  makes  him  the 
only  sane  man  in  the  world,  he  is  puzzled  by  the  beliefs  of 
others  in  the  reality  of  the  Martians.  They  are  intangible 
yet  opaque,  can  create  sound,  learn  a new  language  in  an 
hour,  have  clairvoyant  ability  to  read  letters  or  books  in 
enclosed  compartments,  are  apparently  unable  to  lie,  yet 
are  obnoxious  and  intrusive. 

A witch  doctor  in  Africa,  a janitor  in  Chicago,  and  the 
writer  simultaneously  plot  to  banish  the  Martians,  and  they 
all  disappear.  No  one  regrets  thbir  going,  but  the  question 
remains:  were  they  the  creation  of  the  science  fiction  writer 
or  were  they  real  invaders? 

A wacky  science  fiction  novel,  entertaining,  but  not 
important  excepting  as  an  illustration  of  solipsist  thought. 


Brown,  Frtdrie 

The  Mind  Thing;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#A2187),  (Janu- 
ary, 1961,  Brown)  149p. 

This  is  one  of  Brown’s  most  interesting  science  fiction 
novels,  possibly  to  me  because  it  deals  with  possession. 

An  alien  life  form  convicted  of  criminal  activity  on  its 
own  planet  is  banished  to  Earth,  where  it  must  invent  a space 
craft  to  enable  it  to  return  to  its  home.  It  has  the  ability 
to  take  over  the  mind  of  any  animal  or  human  being  while  the 
host  is  sleeping,  but  once  in  control  cannot  move  to  another 
host  until  the  present  host  dies.  This  limitation  provides 
clues  which  a scientist  uses  to  reason,  out  the  powers  of  the 
mind  thing,  and  enables  him  to  fend  off  its  attempts  to  con- 
trol him,  with  the  help  of  a school-teacher  stenographer  who 
is  aiding  him  in  setting  forth  his  ideas  about  the  alien  en- 
tity. 

Placed  in  a rural  setting,  with  farmers  and  rural  of- 
ficials as  characters,  Brown  makes  the  commonplace  setting 
and  people  support  the  readers’  belief  in  his  alien  being  and 
its  limited  power  of  possession,  and  the  scientist’s  solving 
of  the  alien’s  intentions. 

The  one  weak  part  of  the  book  is  the  mistakes  made  by 
so  powerful  an  alien  in  dealing  with  the  situations  which  it 
encountered;  but  since  these  support  the  ultimate  defeat  of 
the  alien  and  make  it  appear  less  invincible.  Brown  was 
probably  right  to  portray  the  events  as  he  did. 

I liked  this  book  better  than  Rogue  in  Bpa ce . 


^ 'V  -r 


Brown,  Fredrio 

Mostly  Murder;  New  York,  Pennant  Books  (June,  1954) 
{#P59),  (Brown,  Dutton,  1952)  200p. 

These  are  competent  short  stories,  mostly  murder  as  the 
title  says,  and  some  bordering  on  the  macabre.  There  are  no 
stories  which  can  be  considered  fantasy,  and  none  which  are 
sufficiently  startling  to  be  kept  for  reference.  The  tech- 
nique in  many*  cases  is  possibly  w/orth  study. 


Mostly  Murder;  New  York,  N.  P,  Dutton  & Go.  Inc.,  1952; 
(Brown)  18 'Stories.  247p. 
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Brovm,  Fredric 


Mrs.  Murphy Underpants;  New  York,  N.  P.  Dutton  & Co., 
Ino.,  1963,  (Brown)  - 185p. 

This  is  another  Ed  and  Am  Hunter  deteotive  story,  well- 
plotted  and  smoothly  written,  but  comparatively  a pot-boiler, 

A wealthy  member  of  the  Chicago  syndicate  is  threatened 
with  being  murdered,  and  his*  8 -year-old  son  overhears  the 
plotters.  Attempting  to  protect  his  mother,  v/hom  he  believes 
to  be  one  of  them,  he  describes  to  Ed  t\’VO  men;  this  misleads 
the  inves tiga tion , and  after  an’  interlude  during  which  the 
syndicate  man^s  daughter  seduces  Ed,  the  investigation  dis- 
closes that  it  is  the  daughter  and  her  boy-friend  who  have 
plotted  to  kill  her  father  for  the  sake  of  her  inheritapce 
and  to  get  him  out  of  the  way  so  that  their  forbidden  romance 
may  come  to  fruition. 

This  is  the  least  important  of  the  Am  and  Ed  series. 
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Brown,  Fredric 

Murder  Can  Be  Fun 

This  is  the  first  edition  book  title  of  A Plot  for 
Murder. 
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Brown,  Fredrio 

The  Murderers;  Montreal,  Bantam  Books  (#J2587)  , Septem- 
ber, 1963  (Dutton,  August,  1961,  Brown)  ' 119p, 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  an  occasionally  employed 
actor  Willy  Griff,  this  is  a fast-paced  suspense  novel  about 
him. and  his  mistress,  who  plan  to  kill  her  husband,  a TV 
■producer.  Willy  takes  his  fun  as  and  how  he  can,  and  when 
he  learns  that  an  older  actor  friend  wants  to  kill,  a man  who 
has  the  power  to  blacklist  him,  they  agree,  in  order  to  set 
up  alibis  and  eliminate  motives  for  the  killings,  each  to 
kill  th-e  other’s  intended  victim.  First,  they  kill  an  old 
alcoholic  in  such  a way  that  neither  knows  certainly  which 
did  the  killing,  both  hitting  him  with  a length  of  iron  pipe 
without  checking  after  the  first  blow  to  see  if  he  was  still 
alive. 

Willy  kill^  his  friend’s  victim  smoothly,  and  their  plan, 
for  his  own  victim  appears  to  be  going  smoothly  when  the  vic- 
tim offers  V/illy  a job  which  appears  certain  to  develop  into 
a steady  income.  This  necessitates  a conference,  and  the 
victim  is  so  grateful  to  Willy  for  giving  up  his  wife,  that, 
he  invites  them  to  a midnight  meeting  at  his  hotel;  Willy’s 
friend  shows  up  and  kills  the  victim  while  they  are  all  in 
the  room,  thus  exposing  the  conspiracy,  and  they  wait  for  the 
cops.  ^ ' . . 

Like  all  Fred  Brown’s  mysteries,  this* is  smoothly  writ- 
ten and  /plotted,  and  makes  interesting  reading.  The  lesser 
characters  are  adequately  portrayed,  and  the  life  of  Holly- 
’wood  is  outlined  as  sordid  and  mercenary.  .Whe  denouement  is 
swift  and  surprising. 

Better  than  average. 
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Brown,  Fredric 

Night  of  the  Jabberwock;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#990) 
(1952),  (Brown,  1950)  (Dutton)  18 Bp. 

Most  of  the  .elements  of  this  mystery  have  been  used  by 
Brown  in  others  of  his  books,  but  he  ingeniously  ties  in  the 
Alice  in  ’7onderland  references  to  the  killer,  ,1ust  as  in 
Compliments  of  a Fiend  he  uses  Charles  Fort’s  references  to 
the  Ambrose  3mall  and  Ambrose  Bierce  disappea ranees • Again, 
he  has  produced  an  interesting  pastime  mystery  story,  which 
has  nothing  of  permanent  value  aside  from  this. 

Narrated  in  the  first  person  by  ”Doc'’,  editor  of  a 
weekly  newspaper,  it  tells  of  his  desire  for  a big  scoop  to 
make  up  for  the  usual  uninteresting  news.  At  the  last  minute 
one  of  his  front-page  items  has  to  be  removed,  and  he  holds 
the  space  open  in  hope  that  something  will  happen  to  fill  it. 
Hell  breaks  loose:  bank  robbers  hit  town  and  threaten  him; 
he  is  invited  to  attend  a meeting  of  Lewis  Carroll  fans  in  a 
haunted  house;  the  man  who  invites  him  is  killed  by  :poison; 
the  bodies  of  a deputy  sheriff  and  a capitalist  are  found  in 
the  trunk  of  his  car,  and  his  enemy  the  sheriff  tries  to  pin 
the  murders  .on  him  and  to  kill  him  so  that  he  cannot  defend 
himself;  the  bank  is  robbed  by  the  young  son  of  the  banker 
and  ’’Doc'’  saves  the  situation  by  getting  the  -banker  to  under- 
stand that  he  has  behaved  like  a self-righteous,  ri^rid , in- 
human pillar  of  the  church;  a bar- tender  saves  his  life  and 
defeats  the  two  mobsters;  and  in  the  conclusion  ”Doc”  has  so 
much  news  that  he  offers  to  sell  the  paper  for  a million 
dollars. 

The  mobsters  are  really  Irrelevant  to  the  story  plot, 
but  serve  as  padding  and  camouflage  for  the  e.ssential  murder 
mystery  which  ”Doc”  unravels. 

^ Brown  makes  his  principal  character  human  and  interesting, 
and  it  is  this  as  much  as  the  mystery  which  makes  a good  book. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


Nightmares  and  Geezens tacks : 
Books  (#J2296);  (1961,  author) 


47  Stories;  Chicago,  Bantam 

137p. 


Mainly  short  short  stories,  some  little  more  tan  extended 
jokes  with  "0.  Henry"  endings,  these  tales  illustrate  Brownes 
imaginative  and  fantastic  treatment  of  science  fiction  themes. 
Having  read  nothing  of  his  for  years,  this  was  a good  experience 
but  confirms  my  assessment  of  his  work  as  entertainment  rather 
than  instruction. 

He  appears  to  have  been  well-informed  on  many  subjects  and 
with  a sardonic  viewpoint.  His  dwelling  on  unfaithful  wives  and 
murderous  husband  reminds  me  of  his  mysteries. 
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Brown,  Fredric 


Paradox  Lost  and  Twelve  Other  Great  Science  Fiction 
Stories;  New  York;  Random  House  (1972,  Elizabeth  G.  Brown) 

810p, 
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Although  the  dust  jacket  says:  ’’Never  Before  Published 
in  Book  Form”,  (5),  (lO)  and  (12)  appeared  in  Space  on  My 
Hands. 


I consider  this  the  least  important  short  story  collec- 
tion by  Brown.  Probably  (7)  is  the  best  of  the  new  stories 
in  this  collection,  although  (9)  about  the  pied  piper  of 
Hamelin  is  interesting. 


Brown,  Fredric 

A Plot  for  Murder;  New  York,  Bantam.  Books  (^725),  No- 
vember, 1949,  (1948,  Brown) 

Dutton  book  title  Murder  Gan  Be  Fun 

Condensed  version  published  S&S,  Detective  Story  Map^azine  , 
October,  1942,  as  The  Santa  Claus  Murders, 

Bill  Tracy,  former  reporter,  is  making  $400.  a week  by 
writing  a soap  opera  Millie ^s  Millions.  Across  the  hall  in 
his  rooming  house,  a hosiery  model  named  Millie  gets  into  his 
room  and  sees  a script  he  has  written  for  a pro;1ected  series 
called  Murder  Can  Be  Fun,  and  the  next  day  a man  in  a Santa 
Claus  suit  murders  an  executive  at  the  radio  station, and  in- 
^‘ures  the  executive’s  dog.  The  script  de^scribes  the  Santa 
Claus  murder,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  killer  must  know 
Bill  Tracy  and  have  had  access  to  his  scripts. 

At  first  suspicious  that  Millie  is  involved,  he  is  then 
horrified  when  a second  murder,  of  a lanitor  friend  of  his, 
with  the  body  thrust  into  a cold  furnace,  takes^  place.  He 
gives  the  police  a full  report  and  talks  things  over  with 
Tlillie , then  gets  a clue  from  the  police  that  a third  murder 
may  have  taken  place,  and  discovers  that  a .ieweler  had  been 
killed  some  months  previous,  another  of  his  riots.  Nhen  one 
of  the  characters,  in  Mill ie ’ s TM 1 1 i on s gets  a sore  throat  and 
cannot  speak  his  part,  Bill  is  introduced  to  a beautiful 
blonde  stenographer  who  is  a love  story  pulp  writer  and  as- 
pires to  write  radio  continuity,  so  he  coaches  her  and  gets 
her  to  use  her  natural  talent  to  replace  his  writirig  for  a 
week  while  he  tries  to  take  a holiday  from  writing  and  from 
the  pressures  of  the  murders. 

At  the  climax,  Bill  is  investigating  the  executive’s 
home  in  his  efforts  to  get  clues,  and  is  nearly  run  dovm  by 
the  killer’s  car  in  the  lane  behind  the  house.  A policeman 
on  duty  in  the  house  is  killed,  and  the  dog.  Bill  rem.embers 
something  which  convinces  him  he  knows  the  identity  of  the 
killer,  invites  the  sore -thra ted  actor  to  his  room  so  he  can 
borrow  the  actor’s  gun,  holds  him  up  and  accuses  him  of  being 
the  killer.  Saved  by  the  police  who  have  tanned  his  phone, 
he  decides  he  loves  Millie  and  they  are  ouickly  married.  His 
blonde  substitute  has  used  her  charms  on  the  new  executive 
and  gets  Bill  bumped  from  his  writing  iob,  so  he  goes  back  to 
reporting. 

The  pointers  on  writing  radio  scripts,  and  on  the  emer- 
gency alterations  that  are  sometimes  necessary  due  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  actors  or  of  the  studio  '’line’’,  are  all 
interesting  and  important  to  such  a writer,'  and  make  this  book 
worth  keening  for  this  factor.  Otherwise,  this  is  merely  a 
good  mystery  story,  like  the  rest  of  Brown’s,  and  this  time 
there  is  no  science  .fiction  angle. 


Brown,  Fredrlo 


Rogue  in  Space;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#A170l),  (De- 
cember, 1957),  (Dutton,  February,  1957),  (1957,  Brown)  163p, 

I did  not  like  this  novel  as  well  as  other  books  by  the 
author.  The  hero  is  a spaceman  with  an  artificial  hand  which 
he  uses  as  a weapon,  a woman-hater,  heavy  drinker,  aimless, 
disliking  his  world  which  is  sinful  and  decadent. 

An  alien  entity  meets  the  hero  and  a ^udge  and  his  wife 
who  have  him  steal  a disintegrator  from  its  inventor  and  use 
it  to  collapse  a meteor  into  a heavy  neutronic  substance  and 
by  implanting  it  in  planets,  rule  the  inhabitants  of  those 
planets  through  fear  of  collapsing  them. 

There  is  too  much  bar  room  and  gambling  for  the  sake  of 
passing  the  time  for  the  aimless  characters,  including  the 
hero,  and  the  conclusion,  where  the  ^udge*s  wife  is  brought 
back  to  life  by  the  alien  entity  and  marries  the  hero,  is  a 
sop  to  the  conventional  pulp  formula  of  living  happily  ever 
after.  The  corruption  of  this  future  world  makes  it  distaste 
ful  to  consider. 
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Brown,  Fredrio,  and  Reynolds,  Tlaok  (Editors)  Antholofry. 

Science -Fiction  Carnival:  Fun  in  Science-Fiction;  Chi- 
cago, Shasta  Publishers  (1953,  Editors)  315p. 
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Bibliographioal  note:  Montreal, 

Bantam  Books  (#A1615), 

{June,  1957) 

167p. 

(#2 

and  #6  are  omitted  from  the 

paperback  reprint) 

Although  these  humorous  stories  are  uncommon  in  the 

field,  few  of  then,  with  the  possible  exception  of  776  , 

are 

noteworthy,  and  is  is  available 

in  an  Avon  panerback,  thouf^ih 

I did  not  succeed  in  tracing  its 

source.  I would  guess 

tha  t 

most  of  the  others  are  also  published  in  collections,  and  I 
have  most  of  them  in  my  collection  of  magazines,  also. 

The  book  should  be  retained  for  reference,  but  I doubt 
its  being  worth  re-reading. 


Brown,  Fredrlo 

The  Screaming  Mimi ; Ifew  York,  K.  P.  Dutton  & Company, 


Inc.  (Book  Club  Edition)  248p, 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#831),  November,  1950  214-n, 

(1312),  March,  1955  166p, 

(A1757),  April,  1958  166p, 


(See  Columbia  Pictures sta rring  Anita  Ekberg,  Phil 
Carey  and  Gypsy  Rose  Lee) --from  back  cover. 

Bill  Sweeney,  a reporter  on  a bender,  sees  a girl  in 
the  entranceway  of  an  apartment  building  who  has  been  slashed 
and  is  defended  by  a huge  vicious  dog  called  Devil.  The  dop: 
pulls  down  the  zipper  at  the  back  of  her  dress,  revealing  a 
naked  blonde,  and  Bill  makes  ur  his  mind  that  he  must  know 
her,  even  if  it  means  stalking  a mad  killer  known  as  The  Rip- 
per, who  has  killed  three  girls. 

His  trail  takes  him  through  Chicago;  he  meets  a doctor 
psychiatrist  \¥ho  is  a theatrical  manager  for  the  girl  and  who 
immediately  hates  him  as  he  hates  the  doctor.  His  tracing  the 
lives  of  the  dead. girls  leads  him  to  find  out  that  the  killer 
has  a statuette  called  Screaming  Himi  manufactured  from,  a clay 
model  prepared  by  an  eccentric  artist  and  sculptor  from  whom 
he  learns  that  the  model  v/as  his  sister,  a girl  driven  mad  by 
an  escaped  madman  killer  and  who  later  died  according  to  ad- 
vice received  from  her  doctor  at  the  asylum. 

It  turns  out  that  the  psychiatrist  has  quit  his  ,1ob  in 
order  to  control  the  girl,  but  seeing  the  statuette  has  set 
her  insanity  going  again,  and  she  becomes  the  killer.  The 
psychiatrist  had  slightly  wounded  her  as  a therapeutic  try  to 
shake  her  out  of  her  madness. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  acutely  plotted  of  all  Brown’s 
mysteries,  and  it  would  be  difficult  for  anyone  to  figure  out 
who  the  killer  was  because  of  the  circumstances. 
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Brown,  Fredrie 


Bpace  on  My  Hands ; Chicago,  Shasta  Publishers  (1951, 


Brown)  224p. 

Contents 

Introduction  9 

1*  Something  Green  ri 

2.  Crisis,  1999  22 

3.  Pi  in  the  Sky  41 

4.  Knock  71 

5.  All  Good  Bems  83 

6.  Daymare  95 

7.  Nothing  Sirius  139 

8.  Star  Mouse  158 

9.  Come  and  Go  Mad  181 


These  are  simply  told,  tricky  science  fiction  stories, 
with  (2),  (6)  and  (9)  the  most  interesting  and  important. 

(9)  ending  as  it  does  with  the  suggestion  that  ants  control 
the  minds  of  humans  is  the  most  startling  and  frightening  in 
its  implications,  but  (2)  about  the  lie  detector  is  also  an 
important  and  uplifting  idea. 

Brown* s approach  is  to  place  his  characters  in  situa- 
tions they  cannot  comprehend  and  have  them  gradually  dis- 
cover the  answers  to  the  problems.  The  answers  are  usually 
surprising,  and  although  far-fetched  seem  logical  by  compa- 
rison with  the  situations  described.  Brown’s  style,  plain 
and  clear,  helps  carry  conviction. 

Above-average  science  fiction. 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#1077),  (December,  1952)  239p. 

London,  Transworld  Publishers  (Corgi  #1077),  (1953)  ** 

Of  the  stories  published  in  this  volume,  (1),  (4)  and 
(7)  are  reprinted  in  Paradox  Lost. 


Brown,  Fr^dric 

Star  Shine;  New  York,  Bantam  Book's  (^1423),  (February, 
1956)  138p. 

Hardcover  title:  Angels  and  Spaceships^ 
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Brown,  Fredrlc 

We  All  Killed  Grandma;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#1176) 
(1953),  (Brown,  Dutton,  1952)  152p. 

The  story  is  told  in  the  first  person  by  Rod  Britten,  an 
advertising  copy  writer  whose  grandmother  had  been  murdered 
and  who  had  lost  his  memory  after  telephoning  for  the  police. 
Afraid  to  have  psychiatric  attention  in  efforts  to  reconstruct 
his  memory,  he  tries  to  trace  the  events  of  the  evening  of  the 
murder  in  an  effort  to  find  out  what  happened. 

He  has  apparently  no  im-pairment  of  his  reasoning  faculty, 
or  his  general  knowledge,  but  does  not  remember  people  or 
events  of  a personal  nature.  The  story  revolves  about  his 
becoming,  re -a  cqua  in  ted  with  the  people  he  knows,  a skina*  ques- 
tions about  his  former  life,  finding  . that  he  is  divorced  from 
his  wife,  ?>/ho  fears  him  so  that  he  suspects  that  she  thinks 
him  insane,  is  attracted  to  a blonde  bom^bshell  from  his  office 
v;ho  apparently  cold-shouldered  him  because  he  would  not  fake 
love  for  her,  and  that  he  has  been  led  by  his  half-brother  in- 
to thinking  his  mother  died  of  insanity  and  that  he  had  refused 
his  wlfe^s  request  for^  children  because  ^of  his  fear  of  heredi- 
tary taint. 

The  murderer  is  the  next-door  neighbor  of  his  grandmother, 
a lawyer  who  had  done  much  legal  work  for  her,  but  who  was  in 
thrall  to  her  because  his  son  had  defrauded  her  and  she  had 
threatened  to  expose  the  son  if  he  did  not  do  her  bidding. 

The  title  comes  from  the  decision  of  Hod  and  his  wife, 
who  are  reconciled  in  the  light  of  Rod’s  new  knowledge,  to  be- 
come -’accessories  after  the  fact’’  and  therefore  accomrlices  to 
the  murder  by  hiding  their  kno’vledge  of  the  murderer. 

Excellently  plotted  and  written,  this  is  another  first- 
class  Brown  mystery.  The  narrator  is  a nice,  human  guy,'  and 
the  reader  cares  what  haupens  to  him;  and  this  is  the  main 
attrac-tion  of  Brown’s  stories. 
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Brown,  Frtdrlo 


What  Mad  Universe;  New  York,  E.  P,  Dutton  & Co 
1949;  (1949,  Author) 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#835),  (October,  1950) 
new  edition  (#1253),  (September,  1954) 

London,  T.  T.  Boardman  & Company  Ltd  (#154) 
(1951) 


Inc. , 
255p. 
199p. 
183p. 
(1954) 

192p, 


Probably  intended  as  a satire  on  science  fiction  novels 
and  fans,  this  is  actually  a good  description  of  the  universe 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a science  fiction  fan  in  the  1940’ s 
and  a suggestion  that  each  man’s  world  is  a private  universe 
which  is  comprehensible  or  mysterious  according  to  the  degree 
to  which  he  understands  it. 


Editor  of  a science  fiction  magazine,  Keith  Winton  is 
invited  to  his  publisher’s  home  on  a country  estate  to  view 
the  first  landing  of  a space  ship  on  the  moon.  It  fails  its 
goal  and  crash-lands  near  Keith,  who  is  transported  by  the 
explosion  into  a parallel  world  where  he  learns  from  its  ver- 
sion of  the  paperback  edition  of  Wells’s  Outline  of  History 
that  there  has  been  space  travel  since  1910  and  space  wars 
culminating  in  the  current  invasion  of  Arc turians , monstrous 
beings  to  be  destroyed  on  sight  or  even  suspicion  because  they 
can  assume  human  form  at  will. 


Suspected  of  being  an  Arcturian,  Keith  finds  New  Yorkers 
subject  to  night  blackouts  because  roving  gangs  take  over  the 
streets,  and  there  is  a mis  tout  which  aggravates  the  darkness. 
He  is  befriended  by  a druggist  who  buys  a rare  coin  from  him, 
giving  him  the  current  credit  currency  which  has  replaced  the 
old  coinage  and  paper  money,  by  a space  pilot  who  teadhes  him 
how  to  operate  a space  ship  through  space  warp  when  he  seeks  a 
telepathic  machine  which  guides  the  hero  of  this  new  world,  a 
leader  against  the  Arcturians  who  is  the  ideal  of  a science 
fiction  fan  who  has  wr-itten  letters  to  Keith  as  editor,  and  is 
the  final  revelation  of  the  universe  in  which  Keith  finds  him- 
self (his  idea  of  Joe-fan’s  universe).  Accused  of  plagiarizing 
his  own  stories  when  he  tries  to  make  a living  writing,  Keith 
finally  returns  to  a universe  almost  the  same  as  his  old,  but 
with  himself  as  publisher  and  married  to  the  girl  of  his  dreams 
who  is  editor  of  a love  story  magazine. 

Entertaining  as  most  of  Brown’s  novels  are,  this  is  still 
light  science  fiction. 


''  ' ’’r'"* 


Brown,  J,  A,  C,  , 11. B.,  Ch.B. 

Psychiatry  for  Everyman;  New  York,  Philosophical 'Li- 
brary, (1947,  Publishers);  Index  247p. 

This  is  an  excellent  introductory  summary  of  its  sub- 
^lect,  and  I would  compare  it  with  Hart^s  The  Psycholog'y  of 
Insanity  in  value.  It  covers  the  matter  briefly,  and  yet 
comprehensively^  and  avoids  the  technological  intricacies  of 
more  extended'  surveys. 

This  book  can  be  recommended  to  anyone  as  living  ur  to 
its  title. 


I! 


Brown , J . J . 

Start  ?/ith  $100:  Gonimon- sense  investing;  Toronto,  Long- 
mans, G-reen  and  Company  (i960);  indexed;  pa perbound  226p. 

This  is  an  excellent  handbook  for  the  novice  investor, 
and  has  some  excellent  points  for  the  more  experienced. 

The  best  parts  of  the  book  are  those  devoted  to  invest- 
ment analysis  and  portfolio  management.  For  practical  advice, 
this  is  the  best  book  I*ve  found  to  date  (6-19-69). 

I have  a few  of  the  books  listed  in  his  bibliography,  to 
which  I should  refer. 


y 


Brown,  Michael  H. 


PK  A report  on  the  power  of  Psy choKinesis , Mental  Energy 
that  moves  matter;  Illustrated;  Blauvelt,  New  York,  Steiner 
Books;  (1976,  Multimedia  Publishing  Corp.;  Appendices;  Biblio- 
graphy; Glossary  318p. 

This  is  a journalist’s  investigation  of  PK,  concentrating 
on  a few  psychics  with  the  ability,  including  the  Toronto  group 
and  Geller,  Thurmonds  and  others,  with  a very  good  background 
summary  and  a convincing  portrayal  of  ongoing  research.  It  is 
not  a scientific  book,  but  ideal  for  the  general  reader. 

I was  particularly  pleased  with  the  information  given  on 
levitation,  probably  the  most  of  any  recent  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  11,  2001 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Brown , Slater 

The  Heyday  of  Spiritualism  (Pocket  Books  (#78153);  Bibliogra- 
graphy;  Index  (1970,  Hawthorn  Books,  Inc.)  296p. 

This  is  a thorough  survey  of  its  subject  as  a social  phenom- 
enon rather  than  a study  of  it  as  either  religion  or  scientific 
marvel.  Brown  accepts  the  reality  of  the  phenomena  but  doubts  the 
sources  of  communications  through  mediums. 

He  has  read  sources  not  available  to  me  and  this  book  should 
be  retained  for  reference.  The  spread  of  practice  in  small  circl 
es  and  the  prevalence  of  mediums  involved  millions  of  people  in 
the  United  States  and  the  phenomena  were  commonly  experienced;  I 
was  not  aware  that  physical  phenomena  were  so  strongly  exhibited 
and  I certainly  think  that  they  should  not  have  been  neglected, 
even  after  attention  was  focused  on  the  mental  mediums  after  Mrs. 
Piper  was  proven  genuine. 

Brown  makes  no  attempt  to  explain  how  the  alleged  spirits  can 
be  stronger  physically  and  more  aware  of  past,  present  and  future 
than  living  mortals,  but  accepts  the  reality.  Ending  with  D.  D. 
Home,  nothing  of  the  20th  century  is  dealt  with  and  Brown  seems  to 
consider  the  subject  something  like  the  former  witchcraft  mania, 
but  more  factual  rather  than  mere  belief. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  23,  2003 


CUSTOMER 
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Brown,  Wenzell 

Dark  Driims;  New  York,  Popular  Library  (#274),  (1950, 
Brown),  (Apple ton-Century-Grof ts , Ino.)  256p. 

Toronto,  Popular  Library  (#0217),  (March,  1959)  256p.  • 

This  is  the^  Pone  with  the  ?/ind  of  I'amaica,  with  a hero- 
ine much  like  Scarlett  O’Hara  whose  ambitions  lead  .her  to  ex- 
ercise voodoo  and  black  magic,  murder,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  love  of  her  son, 

A bound  girl  exported  from  England  after  her  Irish  father 
is  hanged  for  political  intrigue,  she^  gains  her  freedom  and 
wealth  because  of  her  beauty  and  ability,  but  cannot  achieve 
social  acceptance  because  of  her  lowly  origin.  Sven  the  neg-ro 
withdoctor  who  teaches  her  occult  powers  cannot  influence  her 
to  use  them  for  good  only,  and  warns  her  that  she  will  destroy 
herself,  as  she  ultimately  does. 

This  novel  is  worth  keeping  for-  its  background  material 
and  as  an  interesting  story. 


Brown,  Wenzell  ^ 

Introduction  to  Murder:  The  unpublished  facts  behind 
the  notorious  Lonely  Hearts  killers  ^/[artha  Beck  and  Haymond 
Fernandez;  New  York,  Greenberg:  Publisher  (1952,  Publisher) 

232p. 

Brown  blames  society  for  the  occurrence  of  killings 
which  resulted  when  the  two  murderers  met  through  a Lonely 
Hearts  club.  Both  were  underprivileged  and  scorned  as  chil- 
dren, Martha  for  obesity,  Raymond  as  a weakling  in  the  eyes 
of  his  dominating  father. 

Brown  denounces  the  clubs  because  of  the  preponderance 
of  women  which  subjects  them  to  men  who  are  degenerate  and 
self-seeking.  Since  women  outlive  men,  men  can  always  find 
wives,  but  women  cannot  find  desirable  husbands.  Yet  their 
sex-lives  need  satisfaction,  and  often  they  are  ostracised 
socially  because  other  women  fear  rivalry.  Brown'  discloses 
the  results  of  his  own  survey  of  the  clubs,  and  his  remarks 
appear  to  be  justified. 

This  book  is  important  as  a case-study  and  also  as  a 
sociological  study.  It  is  not  scientific,  and  is  superfi- 
cial, -but  it  points  out  faults  in  our  legal  system  and  in  ^ 
society.  Brown  insists  that  even  casual  observation  of  the 
lives  of  the  killers  would  have  revealed  their  need  for  psy- 
chiatric help  from  childhood. 


c 


Brown,  William  (M.D.,  D . Sc . , M . R . C . P . ) Editor 


Symposium . 


Psychology  and  the  Sciences;  London,  A.  & C.  Black,  Ltd. 

1924  184p. 

For  thorough  comprehension,  this  book  requires  scientific 
knowledge  beyond  my  acquirements  and  is  intended  for  experts.  I 
am  listing  the  subjects:  biology,  anthropology,  logic,  ethics, 

theology,  education,  medicine  and  psychical  research.  My  main 
interest,  of  course  was  in  the  last  subject  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Mitchell 
whose  contribution  was  especially  appreciated  by  F.  C.  S.  Schiller 
who  backed  Mitchell’s  acceptance  of  secondary  personalities. 

This  book  is  an  authoritative  survey  of  the  psychology  of  its 
day,  and  I should  refer  often  to  it. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  25,  2000 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Brown,  William  ( M . A . , M . D . , D . Sc . , M.R.C.P.) 


Suggestion  and  Mental  Analysis:  An  Outline  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Mind  Cure;  London,  University  of  London  Press, 
Ltd.,  1922  165p. 

Brown  treated  many  shell-shocked  soldiers,  but  gives  only 
a few  case  histories  to  illustrate  his  view  of  mental  healing. 

His  review  of  the  various  schools  of  the  day  included  the 
Cou^,  Freud,  Jung,  Mesmer,  Braid  and  Dejerine  ideas,  and  the 
last  part  of  the  book  assesses  Bergson’s  original  philosophy  as 
it  applied  to  psychology. 

Brown  was  well  qualified  to  survey  the  subject,  but  his  is 
an  intellectual  study  rather  than  a description  of  treatments 
accorded  to  the  sick.  I need  refer  to  this  book  only  if  I am 
inclined  to  review  Bergson’s  philosophy. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  23,  2000 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 
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Browne,  Harry 

How  I Found  Freedom  in  an  Hnfree  World;  New  York,  Avon 
Books  (#17772);  (January,  1974),  ( 1973 , Browne ) ; Glossary, 
Bibliography,  Index  407p. 

The  early  part  of  -this  book  constitutes  a description 
of  the  various  ” traps’’  and ’’boxes”  into  which  people  fall  and 
which  make  ruts  so  deep  that  they  ultimately  become  a grave. 
Browne  considers  that  these  are  mainly  the  result  of  trying 
to  live  as  others  think  we  should,  instead  of  as  we  wish. 

He  espouses  the  selfishness  philosophy  of.Ayn  Hand,  saying 
that  the  individual  can  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  public 
issues,  and  that  his  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  to  live  happily  and  on  good  terms  with  his 
neighbors  and  friends. 

He  deplores  big  government , and  advises  tha t the  indi- 
vidual should  circumvent  restrictions  by  any  means  available 
including  the  evasion  of  laws.  To  obey  means  living  by  the 
rules  of  others,  and  this  should  be  avoided  always.  He  says 
that  his  wife  was  grateful  when  he  granted  a divorce,  and 
that  he  will  never  again  contract  a marriage:  that  any  con- 
tract restricts  freedom. 

In  dealing  with  any  trap  or  box,  do  directly  what  will 
benefit  you.  Do  not  try  to  use  indirect  means  or  work 
through  others.  Cut  your  losses  by  settling  pro.mptly  all 
matters  which  interfere  with  your  en^ioymen.t  of  life. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  explores  methods  of  dealing 
with  problems  and  achieving  freedom. 

I think  that  Roy  Wright  would  agree  with  this  book.  I 
think  that  both  Roy  and  Browne  gloss  over  the  effect  of  this 
philosophy  on  those  people  who  cannot  cope  with  life:  sick, 
children,  old  age  pensioners,  those  mentally  deficient  or 
insane,  the  poor,  and  underprivileged,  ethnic  minorities  and 
others . 

On  pages  151-152  are  references  to  the  ’’Bridey  Murphy” 
case  as  of  May  5,  1971. 

Curiously,  Muriel  suggested  that  I read  Taylor  Caldwell 
Bright  Flows  the  River,  in  which  Guy  Jerald’s  father  Tom  es- 
pouses this  philosophy,  apparently  happily  but  making  himself 
a social  outcast.  I have  read  only  a fifth  of  this  book,  so 
do  not  knov\/  how  the  author  resolves  the  situation,  but  it  is 
a good  character  study  of  the  consequences  of  Browne’s  phil- 
osophy . 


? 


/ 
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Browne,  Harry 

You  Can  Profit  from  a Monetary  Crisis;  New  York,  Mac- 
millan Publishing  Co,,  Inc.  (1974,  Browne,  6th  ptg) ; Gloss- 
ary; Bibliography;  Index  ^ 397p. 

The  author’s  thesis  is  to  discourage  people  from  inves- 
ting in  traditional  ways  like  real  estate,  stocks,  life  in- 
surance payable  in  American  dollars,  bonds,  and  to  encourage 
placing  money  in  coins,  gold,  silver,  and  currency  of  foreign 
countries  strongly  backed  by  gold. 

I believe  that  anyone  following  his  advice  would  be  in  ' 
better. shape  financially  now  (1981)  than  when  he  gave  it.  I 
have  not  checked  the  current  situation  against  the  tables  he 
provided  as  of  1973-1974,  but  gold  and  silver  particularly 
have  outperformed  his  forecasts. 

He  is  mistaken,  however,  about  technology,  which  is  so 
costly  that  infla tion  in  production  and  distribution  has  re- 
sulted. Obviously  the  improvement  in  technology  is  a reali- 
ty, and  obviously,  also,  it  has  not  reduced  inflation.  It 
has  made^possible  a reduction  in  working  hours,  increased 
leisure  time,  more  emphasis  on  service  industries  and  less 
on  productive  and  natural  resource  industries.  And  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  grasped  the  idea  that  the  machine  was  in- 
tended to  minimize  or  eliminate  hum_an  labor,  sc  that  leisure 
activities  will  increase  inevitably  and  the  economic  system 
will  have  to  be  changed  to  accommodate  reality. 

There  is  much  useful  information  in  this,  book,  so  it 
should  be  retained  for  reference. 


/■ 


Browne,  Sylvia  (with  Lindsay  Harrison) 

Past  Lives,  Future  Healing;  New  York,  Dutton,  2001  237p. 

The  author  is  a psychic  who  has  cooperated  with  psychia- 
trists and  doctors  and  has  taught  them  hypnosis  and  regressive 
lifetimes.  This  book  details  many  cases  when  health  problems, 
recurrent  dreams,  birthmarks  are  related  to  previous  lifetimes 
experiences , 

She  is  a religious  person  who  believes  in  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  and  communicates  with  spirits.  Her  few  books  have 
sold  millions  of  copies  and  she  engages  in  lecture  tours. 

Her  acceptance  of  cell  memory  to  explain  physical  effects 
appears  proven  by  the  case  histories,  and  I accept  pretty  much 
the  testimony  she  presents. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  26,  2005 


The  Barbados  Company  is  an  investor-owned  public  electric  utility 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Barbados.  Electricity  is  produced  by 
steam  turbine,  gas  turbine  and  diesel  units.  The  Barbados  Company  has  a 
total  installed  capacity  of  152.5  MW  and  transmits  electric  power  to 
substations  throughout  the  Island  of  Barbados.  During  1995  and  1994, 
sales  of  electricity  increased  7.0%  and  3.4%  respectively,  over  the  previous 
year. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 


Leucadia  National  Corporation,  a New  York  corporation,  through  a wholly 
owned  subsidiary,  indirectly  holds  3,375,276  Trust  units,  representing 
approximately  57%  of  the  beneficial  interest  in  the  Trust. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BARBADOS  COMPANY 


The  Trustees  have  been  informed  that  a limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Barbados  Company  for  the  year  1 995  will  be 
available  to  holders  of  Trust  units.  A copy  may  be  obtained  at  no  charge 
on  a first  come,  first  served  basis  by  wiring  to: 

Mr.  H.B.  Richards,  Manager  Corporate  Services 
The  Barbados  Light  and  Power  Company 
Garrison  Hill 

St.  Michael,  Barbados,  West  Indies 


Very  truly  yours, 

CANADIAN  INTERNATIONAL  POWER  COMPANY 
LIMITED  LIQUIDATING  TRUST 

Ian  M.  Cumming 
Joseph  S.  Steinberg 
Joseph  A.  Orlando 
Trustees 
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Browning,  Norma  Lee 

The  Psychic  World  of  Peter  Hurkos;  Illustrated;  Garden  City, 
New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc.  (1970,  Peter  Hurkos  and  the 
author),  (Book  Club  Edition)  255p. 

Signet  Books  #Y4779,  First  Printing,  September,  1971  237p. 

Of  all  the  books  sent  me  by  Buck  Coulson,  this  is  only  the 
second  I have  read. 

The  author  is  a journalist  who  had  written  many  articles  ex- 
posing fraudulent  psychics  and  who  was  consequently  surprised  to 
be  asked  by  Hurkos  to  write  his  biography.  From  utter  scepticism 
Browning  was  converted  to  belief  in  Hurkos  during  two  years  of 
research  in  the  writing  of  this  book.  (Her  conversion  parallels 
those  of  Hereward  Carrington,  William  B.  Seabrook,  Richard  Hodg- 
son and,  I venture  to  say,  90%  of  those  who  will  study  parapsy- 
chology. CDC) 

Most  famous  as  a psychic  detective  consulted  by  police  in 
murder  cases,  Hurkos  also  demonstrated  as  entertainment,  revealed 
often  by  means  of  psychometry  facts  he  could  not  have  known  by 
means  of  ordinary  sources,  wished  sincerely  to  be  relieved  of  the 
faculties  he  experienced  after  falling  from  a ladder  and  which 
were  more  a curse  than  a blessing,  had  visions  which  were  almost 
like  being  possessed  of  the  personalities  of  murderers,  believed 
he  had  died  in  the  fall  and  awakened  with  two  minds,  one  his  own 
and  the  other  psychic  and  monitored  by  a Voice  which  always  spoke 
truly  and  guided  him. 

The  most  fascinating  part  of  this  book  is  the  study  of  his 
relationship  with  the  Boston  Strangler  case,  but  other  cases  and 
events  certainly  point  to  prevision,  clairvoyance,  psychometry, 
and  other  psychic  phenomena. 

Browning  provides  a speculative  chapter  entitled  "The  Chal- 
lenge" on  pages  224-248  and  "Conclusions"  in  a final  chapter.  I 
agree  with  her  view  that  science  must  investigate  these  phenomena 
if  these  "Hidden  Channels  of  the  Mind"  are  to  be  understood. 

Quite  apart  from  whether  or  not  the  book  inspires  belief,  it 
is  one  of  the  books  I appreciate  most  because  it  feeds  my  sense 
of  wonder  and  urges  me  to  explore  the  literature  further. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  26,  1996. 
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Bruce,  H.  Addington 

Adven tarings  in  the  Psychical;  Boston,  Little,  Brown, 
and  Company,  1914  (1914,  Publishers);  Index  ZlBp. 

This  volume  is  a sequel  to  The  Riddle  of  Personality 
which  I read  some  years  ago  and  which  impressed  me  as  a very 
good  book.  This  is  also  valuable. 

Bruce  has  a good,  clear  style  of  exposition,  and  is  a 
well-read  student  of  psychical  research.  He  is  contemptuous 
of  the  physical  phenomena,  ra tionalizinp’  them  as  hysterical, 
and  he  adheres  to  the  position  of  Podmore  in  accepting?  tele- 
pathy rather  than  spirits  as  the  basic  explanation  of  all  the 
psychological  phenomena.  Although  I believe  he. goes  to  ex- 
tremes in  maintaining  his  position,  I respect  his  scientific 
approach  to  examinations  of  the  problems,  and  I admire  his 
ability  to  summarize  his  miuterial. 

For  the  general  reader,  I would  recommend  Carrington  and 
Bruce  as  excellent  expositors  of  the  material  m.ore  technically 
presented  in  the  periodicals  of-the  S.P.R. 

This  is  an  excellent  book. 


/ 


V- 


Bruce,  H.  Addington 

Historic  Ghosts  and  Ghos  t -Hunters ; New  York,  iToffat, 
Yard  &NCompany,  1908  (September,  1908,  Publishers  2Y4p. 

Unfortunately,  this  book  lacks  an  index.  The  contents 
page  identifies  the  mysteries  investigated  in  the  text,  how- 
ever, excepting  that  Dri  Dee  is, the  sub^ieot  of  .Chapter  X and 
the  final  chapter  tells  of  the  founders  of  the  SPH. 

This  is  an  excellent'  introduction'  to  many  of  t^'e  early 
marvelous  mysteries  of  psychical  research,  and  should  be  re- 
tained for  reference. 

It  seems  to  .me  that  wrote  a book  about  Hetty  Uesley 
and  I should  look  this,  up  to  see-  if  it  covers  the  Epworth 
haunting. 


Brunelll,  Brung 


Casanova  Loved  Pier;  with  a Preface  by  Arthur  ^'^achen; 
Translated  by  Alexander  ^IcKechnie ; London,  Peter  Davies  Ltd. 
(Play,  1929),  (Italy,  192^5);  Bibliography;  Index  288p. 

This  is  an  extended  account  of  an  interesting  chapter 
in  Casanova’s  life,  centering  on  the  love  affair  of  I'/ynne 
and  Memno,  The  author  discovered  the  letters  of  Glustiniana 
Wynne  to  Andrea  llemmo,  as  transcribed  by  an  anonymous  v/riter 
and  based  this  book  on  them. 

Both  were  interesting  and  important  characters  of  their 
time,  but  this  book  goes  into  tedious  detail,  and  could  have 
been  less  exhaustively  presented. 

The  index  is  helpful  in  identifying  people  and  events, 
especially  since  Casanova’s  Memoirs  are  not  indexed. 
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Bruun,  Laurids 


The  Promised  Isle;  Translated  from  the  Danish  by  David 
Pritchard;  Toronto,  The  llacmillan  Comnany  of  Canada,  Ltd., 
1222;  (knopf)  ' 242p. 

A writer,  a painter,  and  a musician,  tired  of  scraping 
a living,  take  with  them  a waiter  who  has  become  nearly  one 
of  their  group  to  a ^outh  Bea  island  where  they  expect  to 
live  off  nature  like  Robinson  Crusoe.  The  practical  man, 
the  vs/aiter,  proves  himself  best  able  to  cope  with  primitive 
conditions,  and  the  artists  make  use  of  his  expertise.  The 
writer,  whose  uncle  has  financed  the  trip,  assumes  a ruler’s 
authority,  but  is  forced  to  yield  to  circumstances. 

Aside  from,  the  interesting  details  of  coping,  chance 
brings  a native  girl  of  18  to  the  island,  and  the  waiter  has 
happiness  v/ith  her  until  the  painter  finds  her  and  is  s*iven 
sex  privileges  by  her  before  she  becomes  pregasint  and  leaves 
with  the  canoe  in  which  she  came  and  some  possessions.  Life 
then  becomes  dreary,  a.mmunition  runs  short  so  a supply  of 
meat  becomes  chancy,  communistic  and  naturalistic  living  has 
its  problems,  and  when  they  learn  that  the  waiter  has  kert 
enough  money  to  finance  their  return  home  to  New  Amsterdam, 
they  are  glad  to  leave  their  island  paradise. 

Reminds  me  of  Bennet’s  Into  the  Primitive  and  its  sequel 
and  shows  that  the  dream  is  seldom  realized  in  life. 
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240  HOME  STREET  • WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA  R3G  1X3  • (204  ) 783-5881 


May  30,  1982 


Dear  Home  Street  Youth: 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  of  the  fun  and  exciting 
youth  activities  coming  your  way  this  Summer. 

First  - Youth  Campout,  July  1-4  at 

Spruce  Woods  Provincial  Park 
A registration  form  is  enclosed  - note  its  due  date: 

June  20.  This  is  especially  for  you  - the  youth  of 
Home  Street  Church  - and  your  friends.  We'll  leave 
the  church  at  8:30  AM,  July  1. 

Second  - Encounter  '82,  August  8-15  at 
Bird's  Hill  Provincial  Park 

This  is  the  Big  One!  Youth  from  all  across  Canada  will 
be  joining  us  for  a terrific  week.  Camp  leader  will  be 
Steve  Mabry  from  Sacramento,  California.  If  you 
attended  the  Anaheim  Assembly  last  year,  you  may 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  youth  leaders  - the  one 
with  the  guitar.  Enclosed  is  further  information  on 
Encounter  and  an  Encounter  Registration  form.  Note 
its  due  date:  June  30. 

Again  this  year  you  have  something  great  to  work 
for.  Bottles?  Car  washes?  Whatever;  it's  time  to 
begin.  I'll  be  in  touch. 


In  His  Service , 


Bryca,  Y/illiain  A. 


?Ialf-Hours  with  Famous  Writers  for  Boys;  London,  Wells 
Gardner,  Barton  & Go,,  Ltd.,  no  date;  Illustrated  by  Victor 
Galliano  ' 85p, 

Of  the  23  chapters  in  this  book,  22  are  devoted  to  short 
biographical  sketches  of  male  writers  for  boys,  many  of  v/hom, 
as  the  author  points  out,  were  gardeners  or  otherv/ise  interes- 
ted in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Taking  the  writers  in  the  order  treated  by  Bryce,  Defoe, 
Cooper,  Dumas,  Hawthorne,  Kingston,  Kingsley,  Verne,  Plenty, 
Fenn,  Stables,  Stevenson,  Haggard,  Doyle  and  P'iasefield,  or  14 
of  the  22  wrote  books  listed  as  being  in  the  fantasy  field. 
This  is,  therefore,  a handy  reference  for  a fantasy  library 
or  collection.  The  author  is  enthusiastic  about  most  of  the  ■ 
writers,  but  feels  that  Henty  was  over-rated,  and  possibly 
some  of  the  others. 


Bryk,  Felix 


Voodoo“Eros : Ethnological  Studies  in  the  Sex-Life  of  the 

African  Aborigines;  Translated  from  the  German  by  Mayne  F.  Sex- 
ton; Illustrated  by  photographs;  New  York, United  Book  Guild, 

1964;  Introduction  by  Dr.  Albert  Moll  251p. 

"This  revised  edition  of  Voodoo-Eros,  a translation  of  Ne-^ ' 
gro-Eros  von  Felix  Bryk,  is  limited  to  500  copies  sold  only  by 
subscription  to  physicians  and  adult  students  of  sexology  and 
anthropology.  This  copy  is  Number...." 

Both  text  and  illustrations  are  explicit,  and  this  book  is 
apparently  the  result  of  serious  study  of  African  tribal  customs 
and  their  life  generally.  The  author  appears  convinced  that  the 
sex  instinct  is  so  powerful  that  custom  is  inevitably  broken  and 
tragedy  often  results.  That  prostitution  is  a consequence  of 
some  customs  is  a new  idea  to  me,  but  the  author  accepts  it  and 
its  prevalence  without  question. 

His  description  of  the  cleanliness  and  morality  of  blacks 
as  superior  to  those  of  Europeans  surprised  me  also.  That  has 
been  the  finding  of  other  students  of  primitive  cultures  and  may 
support  the  view  that  civilization  has  decadence  beyond  anything 
found  primitively. 

Infanticide  and  other  customs  are  repulsive,  but  possibly 
necessary  under  a different  culture. 

Although  many  superstitions  are  mentioned,  there  is  little 
said  of  religion,  and  nothing  of  voodoo:  the  book  was  likely  so 
titled  to  assist  its  sale,  but  since  this  copy  was  remaindered, 
this  result  was  not  achieved. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  31,  1996 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204) 831-7777 
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